APPENDIX B
ARBORIST REPORT
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Purpose
At the request of Mohammed Shaig, I prepared an Arborist Report for the trees located at
Watkins, Horner, and Vallejo Streets in Union City, CA. This report is for the purpose of a
complete inventory of all applicable trees on the site. There are no defined heritage trees at
the site. All of the trees in this report are in fair to poor condition due to the lack of
maintenance, basic horticultural care, watering, and proper pruning.
This report includes the following elements: tree comments page, photographs, site layout
plan, Tree and Root Protection Guidelines, Glossary of Terms, and a Tree Chart. The Tree
Chart provides the botanical name, common name, measurement of diameter at base
height (DBH), approximate canopy measurement, a brief description, preservation rating,
and overall condition of the trees.

Field documentation
* I arrived at the proposed construction site, located at the three streets referenced above in
Union City CA, on July 12,, 2018. The weather was calm, warm, with clear skies.
* I made all my inspections and observations, noting the trees and their condition at the
location and given the time of year, and the lack of any maintenance on the trees, if
applicable.
* All measuring devices used for report documentations are approved by the International
Society of Arboriculture and the American Society of Consulting Arborists.
* A Sony digital camera was used for taking photos of the trees, either individually or in
groups.
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Structure and Health Condition Comments
None of the trees on the properties listed are defined as heritage trees. Preserving trees
on this property will require tree and root protection during planning stages, excavation, and
construction. Preserving existing trees provide interest to the new home site, the
community, and provide aesthetic value to the City of Union City.

Tree #1; Chinese Pistache, Pistacia chinensis: Tree has an 11” D.B.H., diameter
●
breast height, and a 30’ drip canopy. The tree is in fair condition with a sparsely foliated
canopy, with no signs of disease, infestations, biological or mechanical damages of any
kind. Tree may be deficient in provided moisture and/or basic nutrients. This tree is a low to
moderate preservation value city street tree.
Tree #2: Chinese Pistache, Pistacia chinensis: Tree has a 12” D.B.H., diameter
●
breast height, and a 35’ drip canopy. The tree is in fair to good condition with a fully lush
and foliated canopy, with no signs of disease, infestations, biological or mechanical
damages of any kind. Tree is not deficient in moisture and/or basic nutrients. This tree has
a moderate preservation value as a city street tree.
Tree #3; Chinese Pistache, Pistacia chinensis: Tree has a 12” D.B.H., diameter
●
breast height, and a 32’ drip canopy. The tree is in fair to good condition with a fully lush
and foliated canopy, with no signs of disease, infestations, biological or mechanical
damages of any kind. Tree is not deficient in moisture and/or basic nutrients. This tree has
a moderate preservation value as a city street tree.
Tree #4; Juglans species, Walnut: Multiple main stems add to a cumulative D.B.H.
●
of approximately 30”, with a 25’ drip canopy. This tree is in poor condition
Tree # 5; Juglans species, Walnut: Multiple main stems with much of the tree
●
dead. This tree is in poor condition and has no value.
Tree # 6; Juglans species, Walnut: Multiple main stems, totaling 32” D.B.H. Tree
●
has been Improperly maintained and neglected, and much of this tree has dying or dead
limbs and branches. This tree is in poor condition and has no value.
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Tree # 7; Cupressus sempervirens; Italian Cypress: Multiple main stems, this tree
●
has a canopy width of 7’. Foliage is dark-green, full, and lush, with no sign of diseases, or
infestations. This tree is in fair condition.
Tree # 8; Cupressus sempervirens; Italian Cypress: Multiple main stems, this tree
●
has a canopy width of 6’. Foliage is dark-green, full, and lush, with no sign of diseases, or
infestations. This tree is in fair condition.
Tree # 9; Cupressus sempervirens; Italian Cypress: Multiple main stems, this tree
●
has a canopy width of 6’. Foliage is dark-green, full, and lush, with no sign of diseases, or
infestations. This tree is in fair condition.
Tree # 10; Cupressus sempervirens; Italian Cypress: Multiple main stems, this
●
tree has a canopy width of 6’. Foliage is -green, full, and lush, however, this tree has many
dead branches up in the column canopy. This tree is in poor condition.
Tree # 11; Cupressus sempervirens; Italian Cypress: Multiple main stems, this
●
tree has a canopy width of 6’. Foliage is dark green, full, lush, with no sign of diseases, or
infestations. This tree is in fair condition.
Tree # 12; Cupressus sempervirens; Italian Cypress: Multiple main stems, this
●
tree has a canopy width of 6’. Foliage is dark green, full, and lush; however, the tree is
overgrown with Algerian Ivy. This tree is in poor condition.
Tree # 13; Taxus baccatta stricta: Multiple main stems, this tree is lush, full, and
●
dark-green, with no sign of diseases, or infestations. This tree has been improperly trimmed
and pruned over the years.
Tree # 14; Taxus baccatta stricta: Multiple main stems, this tree is lush, full, and
●
dark-green, with no sign of diseases, or infestations. This tree has been improperly trimmed
and pruned over the years.

General Comments on Trees at This Site
Overall, the landscape at this site is in a neglected condition and has been for a long time.
The trees have been left to survive on their own, without care, watering, and very little
pruning. Some trees have been improperly pruned for clearance.
The Chinese Pistache trees along Watkins Street are well established and mature and can
be preserved as city street trees.

General Comments on Trees at This Site continued
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All of the tree on the Union City site are in fair to fair/poor condition. The trees have
received little or no care and maintenance and only seasonal rainfall to survive. Improper
pruning has been done for head or house clearances.

Reasons for Tree Removal
Construction: Excessive construction impact is unavoidable, and it is not worthwhile
●
to save the tree.
Condition: The tree may have poor structure, low vigor, or have potential structure
●
failure issues.
Landscaping: Tree is being removed because it does not fit in with or conflicts with a
●
proposed new landscape scheme.
●

Species: The tree may be considered a poor species.

Risk: The tree presents a moderate or extreme risk or potential hazard to people or
●
the property around it.
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Rating Trees on the Charts
Excellent: These trees are in unusually good health and condition. The trees are free of
disease, infestations, structural defects, moisture, or nutrient deficiencies. Excellent trees
are usually aesthetically pleasing, high quality species, or in a highly visual location.

Good: These trees may have a few minor defects, or their conditions may require some
kind of professional attention. Usually with some minor work, the trees can be improved and
will thrive. Good trees may require a small amount of pruning, a few broken limbs might be
present, or may need other treatment. They may provide some benefit to the location site or
the environment.
Fair: This categorizes a majority of average trees. They may have a combination of
problems and issues which include structural defects, combination of deficiencies, or
general health problems. Fair trees may also include a poor choice of tree for the given
location or site. These trees may require horticultural management to try to save them or
could be considered for removal.
Poor: This category is for trees which have severe defects, health, and structural defects.
Trees which are poor will usually decline regardless of proper care or extensive treatment to
improve its general health and condition. This classification may also qualify as a poor
choice of tree species in a given landscape or environment which has or will have a great
potential for being a liability or nuisance. Trees classified as poor are recommended to be
removed and replaced with a more aesthetically pleasant species where people and
property are considered.
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Limiting Conditions Accompanying Arborist Reports
This report requires no laboratory assessment of either the soil or plant and tree
●
tissues. The inspection is limited to visual examination only without excavation probing,
coring or “Resistograph” tools.
This report is specific to the identified client prepared for, as well as the unique
●
identified site, the address enclosed. Although some of the principles here discussed might
appear to be applicable to another site, tree or situation, it is not possible to effectively carry
any of these ideas across to another scenario or site.
If the circumstances surrounding this report turn to a legal forum, then this report and
●
I could be brought into legal testimony or court appearances only with a new assignment
covered by additional fees.
●

Alteration of this report, intentionally or unintentionally, voids the entire report.

Sketches, photographs, and any other graphics used in this report are intended
●
solely as visual aids. Every attempt is made to limit distortions and to provide graphics
realistic enough for the purposes of this report. If engineering accuracy is important to any
user of this report, then professionals skilled in the particular discipline must be retained to
provide that level of detail.
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Arborist Disclosure Statements
Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural
●
failure of a tree. Trees are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand, only
speculate. Conditions are often hidden within trees and below the ground. Arborists cannot
guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under all circumstances, or for a specified period
of time.
Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training, and
●
experience to examine trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of
trees, and attempt to reduce the risk of living near trees. Clients may choose to accept or
disregard the recommendations of the arborist, or to seek additional advice.
Treatment, planting, pruning, and removal of trees may involve considerations
●
beyond the scope of the arborists services such as property boundaries, property
ownership, site lines, disputes between neighbors, and other issues. Arborists cannot take
such considerations into account unless complete and accurate information is disclosed to
the arborist. An arborist should them be expected to reasonably rely upon the
completeness and accuracy of the information provided.
Trees can be managed but, they cannot be controlled. To live near trees is to accept
●
some degree of risk. The only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is to eliminate
the trees completely.
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Certification of Performance
I, John J. Leone, Certify,
•That I have personally inspected the trees and the property referred to in this report and
have stated my findings as accurately and to the best of my ability.
•That I have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or the property that is the
subject of this report and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties
involved.
•That the analysis, opinions, and conclusions stated herein are my own, and are based on
current scientific procedures and facts.
•That my analysis, opinions, and conclusions were developed, and this report has been
prepared according to commonly accepted Arboricultural practices.
•Inspections were performed visually only, and I do not assume responsibility for defects or
deficiencies that could only be discovered by probing, coring, excavating, or dissecting.
• I do not provide a guarantee that problems or deficiencies on trees inspected may not arise
in the future.
•This report has been prepared exclusively for the use of the contracting, developing, or
municipal agencies and parties, and may not be copied partially or in total without prior
written consent.

I further certify that I am a member of the International Society of Arboriculture and a
Certified Arborist with the organization. In addition to these facts, I have been involved in the
practice of Arboriculture and the care and study of trees and landscape since 1977.
John J. Leone
I.S.A. Certified Arborist # WC 1056A.
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Basic Tree and Root Protection Guidelines
During construction, root protection is essential to the survival and safety of any
●
established trees.
A written agreement should be made between the developer and the construction
●
company with a clear understanding and procedure of these guidelines.
It is highly recommended a project arborist inspect the tree protection measures and
●
devices before demolition and construction begins.
It is highly recommended a Certified Arborist be hired by the construction company or
●
the developer, to do periodic, monthly inspections of preserved trees. The protection
practices must remain in place in order to insure the survival of the trees during and after the
construction process.
The project arborist should report monthly, the inspection results, to the City of
●
Fremont, planning department.
Driving vehicles and equipment, or stacking materials under the drip line of trees is
●
prohibited. Heavy activity under the drip line will cause compaction and compromise the
health of the tree; thereby causing the tree to eventually perish. The drip line starts at the
edge of the branches of the tree.
Install a substantial non-movable tree protection fence (i.e. chain-link fence) to
●
protect the roots, trunk, and branches of the trees to be preserved within the construction
zone. The fence must be 6’ chain link fencing and extend to the drip line or outer edge of
the branches of the tree. 2” diameter posts, 10’ long to the need to be securely driven into
the ground 24 inches, until construction is complete. A weather proof sign posted on the
fencing which reads, “Authorized Persons Only.” Access inside the protection area must be
provided by some kind of secure gate or similar device.
Absolutely no self driven mechanical or heavy equipment is allowed inside the root
●
protection zone fencing area.
Any digging inside the root protection zones must be done by hand, air spade or air
●
knife devices.
Any cutting of roots, larger than 2” in diameter must be done under the supervision of
●
a Certified Arborist.
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Absolutely no soil grade changes should occur in the root zones or drip line of the
●
trees. No piling of soil or scraping of soil should occur within the drip line of the trunk of the
tree.
Store soil intended for later use in piles located well outside of the root zones of trees
●
to be preserved.
Cutting of buttress roots is to be prohibited, as it can cause instability with the
●
structure of the entire tree. Buttress roots are located directly under the bark flare at the
base of the tree.
Large roots exposed by excavation must be covered with burlap and kept damp to
●
keep them from drying out. Trenching and shredding large roots within the drip line of the
tree increases the chances of tree instability and mortality.
Washing of paints, solvents, or concrete materials within the drip line of the tree must
●
be prohibited. A concrete washout must be provided. Paints, solvents, and concrete
residues are toxic to plant materials and will cause them to decline or die.
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Glossary of Terms
Aeration - Providing oxygen to the root system.
Branch Bark Ridge – A ridge of bark that forms in the branch crotches, where they meet, as
specialized tissue of the branch and trunk. The bark ridge usually turns upward.
Caliper – Diameter of trunks or trunk at 4 feet 5 inches above the ground level.
Critical root zone – The root system of a tree that is generally considered to be within and
under the drip line of the crown of the tree. It is the portion of the root system that is the
minimum necessary to maintain the vitality and stability of the tree. Encroachment or
damage to the critical zone will put the tree at risk of failure.
Crown – The full complement of branches, twigs, and leaves of a tree.
Decay – Changes over time of a host tree by a decay organism that results in the
breakdown of tissues, wood, and bark, which can cause the tree or its parts to become
weak.
Decline – A general loss of vitality over the entire tree caused by a disease or by a series of
events that disrupt essential life processes such as too little water, too much fertilizer,
improper pruning, soil compaction, or chemical pollution.
Drip line – The area under the canopy of a tree that is equal to the total branch spread.
Dieback – Death of shoots and branches, generally from the tip to the base.
Exotic Tree – Tree not native to California.
Included Bark – Pattern of development at branch junction where bark is turned inward
rather than pushed outward.
Mulch – Wood chips or green waste used to hold in moisture and regulate the temperature
of the soil.
Native Tree – Tree indigenous to California.

Root System- The portion of the tree containing the root organs, including buttress roots,
transport roots, and fine absorbing roots; all underground parts of the tree.
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Root Zone -The area and volume of soil around the tree in which roots are normally found.
May extend to three or more times the branch spread of the tree or several times the height
of the tree.

Suppressed – Trees that have been overtopped, and whose crown development is
restricted.
Tree protection zone – A designated area around trees where maximum protection and
preservation efforts are implemented.
Vigor - Overall health of the tree.
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Tree Chart
Fremont, CA
TREE # BOTANICAL
NAME
TR#1
Pistacia
chinensis

COMMON NAME
Chinese Pistache

DBH
In.
11”

TR#2

Pistacia
chinensis

Chinese Pistache

12”

TR#3

Pistacia
chinensis

Chinese Pistache

11”

TR#4

Juglans
species

Walnut

App.
30”

TR#5

Juglans
species

Walnut

N/A

TR#6

Juglans
species

Walnut

App.
32”

CANOPY
CONDITION/OBSERVATION
(Ft.)
30’
Tree is in fair to poor condition due
to sparse canopy and some dead limbs.
No disease, infestations, or decay
is present at this time.
34’
Tree is in fair condition.
Foliage is full, lush, and mediumgreen.
No disease, infestations, or decay
is present at this time.
33’
Tree is in fair condition.
Foliage is full, lush, and mediumgreen.
No disease, infestations, or decay
is present at this time.
App. 25’ Tree has multiple main stems from
the base at ground level.
This tree is in poor structural
condition.
Tree has no aesthetic value.
N/A
Tree has multiple main stems from
the base at ground level.
This tree is in poor structural
condition.
Tree has no aesthetic value.
Much of this tree is dead.
N/A
Tree is in fair to poor condition.
Tree has multiple main stems from
the base at ground level.
Tree has some walnuts developing

COMMENTS

Some pruning is
necessary to make this
tree safe.
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on the branches.
TR#7

Cupressus
sempervirens

Italian Cypress

Multi.
Main
stems

6’

TR#8

Cupressus
sempervirens

Italian Cypress

Multi.
Main
stems

6’

TR#9

Cupressus
sempervirens

Italian Cypress

Multi.
Main
stems

6’

TR#10

Cupressus
sempervirens

Italian Cypress

Multi.
Main
stems

6’

Tree is in fair condition
Tree has multiple main stems from
the ground level.
Tree is dark-green, lush, and
vigorous, with no signs of disease,
infestations or decay at this time.
No mechanical or biological
damages of any kind are present at this
time.
Tree is in fair condition
Tree has multiple main stems from
the ground level.
Tree is dark-green, lush, and
vigorous, with no signs of disease,
infestations or decay at this time.
No mechanical or biological
damages of any kind are present at this
time.
Tree is in fair condition
Tree has multiple main stems from
the ground level.
Tree is dark-green, lush, and
vigorous, with no signs of disease,
infestations or decay at this time.
No mechanical or biological
damages of any kind are present at this
time.
Tree has multiple main stems from
the ground level.
Tree has dark-green needle
foliage; however, some dead limbs high
in the column canopy are present.

.

.
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TR#11

Cupressus
sempervirens

Italian Cypress

Multi.
Main
stems

6’

TR#11

Cupressus
sempervirens

Italian Cypress

Multi.
Main
stems

6’

TR#12

Cupressus
sempervirens

Italian Cypress

Multi.
Main
stems

6’

TR#13

Taxus
baccata

English Yew

Multi.
From
grade

8’

Tree has dead limbs due to some
kind of damage.
Tree is in fair condition
Tree has multiple main stems from
the ground level.
Tree is dark-green, lush, and
vigorous, with no signs of disease,
infestations or decay at this time.
No mechanical or biological
damages of any kind are present at this
time.
Tree is in fair condition
Tree has multiple main stems from
the ground level.
Tree is dark-green, lush, and
vigorous, with no signs of disease,
infestations or decay at this time.
No mechanical or biological
damages of any kind are present at this
time.
Tree is in poor condition.
Most of tree is overgrown with
Algerian Ivy.
Tree has multiple main stems from
the ground level.
Tree is dark-green, lush, and
vigorous, with no signs of disease,
infestations or decay at this time.
No mechanical or biological
damages of any kind are present at this
time.
Tree/shrub is in fair condition.
Leaves are dark-green, and lush
that are full, thick, and vigorous.

Some improper pruning
for clearance was
performed on this tree.
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level.
TR#14

Taxus
baccata

English Yew

Multi.
From
grade
level.

8’

No sign of disease, infestation or
decay of any kind is present at this time.
Tree/shrub is in fair condition.
Leaves are dark-green, and lush
that are full, thick, and vigorous.
No sign of disease, infestation or
decay of any kind is present at this time.

Some improper pruning
for clearance was
performed on this tree.
value.

20

21

Tree #’s 1-4

Tree #6
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Tree #’s 7-12

Tree #’s 13-14
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