APPENDIX C
HISTORIC RESOURCES
EVALUATION

Attachment 8

December 11, 2017
Planning Division
City of Union City
34009 Alvarado-Niles Road
Union City, California 94587
Subject: Historical Evaluation of the Santos Family Property including the buildings at 31088 Vallejo Street,
31150 Horner Street, and 31063 and 31067 Watkins Street, Union City, Alameda County, California.
Dear Avalon,
The letter report that follows, along with the DPR 523 forms attached, comprise the evaluation of the
property at 31088 Vallejo Street, 31150 Horner Street, and 31063 and 31067 Watkins Street, Union City, as
required by the City of Union City Planning Division.
Methodology
Kara Brunzell conducted a site visit on August 3, 2016. The site visit included collecting photographs of all
elevations of the seven buildings on the property, the parcel, and the neighborhood setting. Kara Brunzell
conducted a record search of the subject property at the Northwest Information Center (NWIC), located at
California State University, Sonoma, deed research at the Alameda County Recorder’s and Assessor’s offices,
permit review at the Union City Building Department, and online research at ancestry.com and other
websites. In addition, she conducted research through the Fremont branch of the Alameda County Library
and the Washington Township Museum of Local History.
Summary of Findings
The record search at the NWIC did not reveal any previous surveys of the parcel. The City of Union City’s
Planning Department, however, provided a copy of a DPR 523 form documenting the Silver Dollar Café and
Tavern. Local historian Timothy Swenson prepared the DPR 523 form in 2015 but did not submit it to the
NWIC. The City also provided access to a document entitled “Design Guidelines for Old Alvarado” that a
planning consultant prepared in 1989. The “Design Guidelines” document, while outdated in some respects,
provided useful background information regarding Alvarado’s history and built environment. Because this
evaluation is undertaken pursuant to CEQA, all resources discovered during the field survey require
evaluation for California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). The property was also evaluated for
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility, and according to Section 18.106.240 of the City of
Union City’s Municipal Code, which sets forth local criteria for inclusion in the City’s Landmarks and
Historic Preservation Overlay (LHP) Zone. The seven buildings evaluated are located at the following four
addresses on a single large parcel:
 31150 Horner Street, the vacant former Silver Dollar Café and Tavern building
 31063 and 31067 Watkins Street, a duplex building that comprises two residential units and two
integral garages;
 31088 Vallejo Street, which includes:
o the Tudor-style house fronting onto Vallejo Street
o a small clapboard shed south of the house and driveway
o a single-car garage immediately behind the house to the east

o
o

an accessory residential building adjacent to the east elevation of the garage (listed on County
of Alameda Residential Building Record as “Rumpus Room A”)
an accessory residential building at the approximate center of the property (listed on County
of Alameda Residential Building Record as “Rumpus Room B”) .

This report evaluates the seven buildings for historical significance and integrity both individually and as a
district The National Park Service defines a district as follows. “A district possesses a significant
concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, buildings, structures, or objects united historically or
aesthetically by plan or physical development.” These buildings on the property are concentrated on a single
large parcel and therefore linked physically by their siting. They are also united by their shared land-use
history of development over time by a single family for use by its members. Therefore, the property has been
evaluated on a DPR 523 d (district) form, and its individual resources documented on primary forms.
National Register of Historic Places
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture is present in
districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association, and:
A.

That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history; or

B.

That are associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; or

C.

That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D.

That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory.

Under most circumstances, a property1 must be at least fifty years old before it can be evaluated for historic
significance under NRHP criteria.
California Register of Historical Resources
The criteria for listing historical resources in the California Register are consistent with those developed by the
National Park Service for listing historical resources in the National Register, but have been modified for state
use in order to include a range of historical resources which better reflect the history of California (CCR 4852)
. For a property to be eligible for inclusion on the CRHR, one or more of the following criteria must be met:
1. It is associated with the events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the United States;
2. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national history;
3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values; and/or
4. It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history of
the local area, California, or the nation.

For the purposes of historic documentation, survey, and evaluation “property” refers to a historic-period building or
structure and its parcel or site.
1

Under most circumstances, a property must be at least fifty years old before it can be evaluated for historic
significance under CRHR criteria. The CRHR also requires that a resource possess historic integrity.
City of Union City
The zoning ordinance in the City of Union City’s municipal code sets forth criteria for inclusion in its LHP
Zone. These criteria for designation are modeled on NRHP and CRHR standards, but stated somewhat
differently. Age and integrity requirements, and the definition of historic districts are stated within the criteria
(rather than separately as with the state and national standards). Union City Criterion A focuses primarily on
aesthetic qualities and is intended to correspond to NRHP/CRHR Criterion C/3 (architecture and design).
Union City Criterion C covers the aspects of historical significance that are split into NRHP/CRHR Criteria
A/1 and B/2 (events and persons). Union City Criterion B is a locally unique category that deals with rarity.
(Although historic preservation professionals, cultural resource managers, architects, local historical societies,
preservation advocacy groups, historic property owners, State Historic Preservation Officers, city planners,
and other interested parties familiar with historic preservation practices tacitly accept rarity to be a factor in
historic eligibility, it is not an explicitly codified element of the NRHP or CRHR significance criteria.)
Municipal Code Section 18.106.240
Designation findings.
The Planning Commission may approve a nomination application for, and the City Council may designate, a
structure, improvement, natural feature, object or area for designation as a cultural resource or historic district
if it finds that the structure, improvement, natural feature, object or area meets the following criteria:
A. It exemplifies or reflects a special element of the City’s cultural, social, economic, political,
aesthetic, architectural or natural history and possesses an integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and
1. It embodies distinctive characteristics of style, type, period or method of construction, or
is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship, or
2. It contributes to the significance of a historic area being a geographically definable area
possessing a concentration of historic or scenic properties or thematically related grouping
of properties or properties which contribute to each other and are unified aesthetically by
plan or physical development, or
3. It embodies elements of architectural design, detail materials or craftsmanship that
represents a significant structural or architectural achievement or innovation, or
4. It has a unique location or singular physical characteristic or is a view or vista representing
an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or the City of
Union City, or
5. It is at least forty-five (45) years of age;
B. It is one (1) of the few remaining examples in the City, region, state or nation possessing
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural or historical type or specimen;
C. It is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history.
Evaluation
Criterion A/1/C (historically significant events): The Santos Family Property is not eligible for historic listing
to the NRHP under Criterion A, the CRHR under Criterion 1, or Union City’s LHP under Criterion C. The
residential and commercial buildings on the parcel were constructed between c1927 and c1950, within the
general context of the twentieth century residential and commercial development of Alvarado (which became
part of Union City after the buildings were constructed). Every building constructed is at least tangentially
connected to one or more specific historic contexts, however, most buildings are not historically significant
according to NRHP, CRHR, or local criteria. The Santos House on Vallejo Street and the duplex on Watkins
Street were both loosely associated with residential development and growth in Alvarado. They were among

many such dwellings constructed, and research has revealed no important association between the dwellings
on the property and this historic trend. Therefore they are ineligible for individual historic listing for their
historical associations.
Likewise, the Silver Dollar Café and Tavern (constructed c1938) was associated with commercial
development in Alvarado. It was one of several bars that opened (or re-opened) in Alvarado after the repeal
of Prohibition in 1933. Thirty years later, the Silver Dollar was still just one of a half dozen bars in the
immediate area. Extensive research has not revealed any important associations between this particular
business and the commercial development of Alvarado. Nor is there evidence that the bar was a significant
cultural or social locus for the community. Therefore it is ineligible for individual historic listing based on its
association with historical trends. In addition to the bar’s lack of significance, its integrity has been
compromised to the point that even if future research revealed historical significance it would be unlikely to
be eligible for historic listing. When the Nimitz Freeway was constructed, Horner Street lost its historical
status as a highway, significantly altering the setting. Demolition of the adjacent gas station c1961 further
compromised the setting. Integrity of feeling and association are especially important for buildings that lack
architectural distinction. Integrity of association was lost when the Silver Dollar ceased operation as a tavern
c2014. Degradation of most other aspects of integrity combine to form a lack of integrity of feeling.
The garage, shed, and two accessory residential buildings are ancillary buildings constructed to provide
storage and extra living space for the residents of the house and duplex. As such, they would only be eligible
for historic listing based on their association with the house and duplex. Since those buildings are not
significantly associated with an important historic context, the ancillary buildings are similarly lacking in
historic significance..
Criterion B/2/C (historically significant persons): The Santos Family Property is not eligible for historic
listing to the NRHP under Criterion B, the CRHR under Criterion 2, or Union City’s LHP under Criterion C.
Although members of the Santos family were active in the local community in various capacities during their
lifetimes and were somewhat prominent as local business operators, research does not indicate that they were
important to local history or influenced historical trends. Therefore, none of the buildings on the Santos
Family Property is individually eligible for historic listing due to its association with persons important to
history.
Criterion C/3/A (architecture and design): The Santos Family Property is not eligible to the NRHP under
Criterion C, the CRHR under Criterion 3, or Union City’s LHP under Criterion A. The Santos House on
Vallejo Street is a modest example of a Tudor-style house from the 1920s. The style was popular from about
1890 until 1940, and was inspired by English medieval and Renaissance architecture. The Santos House’s
steeply-pitched cross-gabled roof, arched entry door, and massive chimney are features that associate the
residence with modest examples of the style. According to Virginia McAlester, the most widely respected
expert on historic American houses, roughly a quarter of the houses constructed during the 1920s were
Tudor style, so it was a common type of residence during this era. The Santos House lacks the decorative
features and elaborations that distinguish architecturally significant examples of Tudor architecture, including
half-timbered cladding, brick and or stone masonry cladding or trim, strapwork, decorative chimney pots,
carved wooden doors, and windows with multiple small panes. Alterations over the years, especially the large
hipped-roof addition at the rear and porch enclosure on the south elevation, have also compromised its
integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. Therefore the house is not eligible for historic listing for its
architecture.
The Silver Dollar building is a primarily utilitarian example of a commercial building constructed to house a
bar after Prohibition. Its small hexagonal windows were commonly incorporated into bar buildings during
this period in order to make drinkers less visible to children and other passersby. The building’s flat roof,
irregular plan that conforms to the slant of the road, lack of entry porch or permanent awning, and cladding
that is different on front and rear elevations are all features of a building constructed to be inexpensive rather

than according to particular design principles. Its only extant decorative features are minimal molding on wall
surfaces and coping at its parapets. For simple buildings such as this one, even minor alterations can
significantly degrade historic integrity. Its two original neon signs have been removed, destroying the
building’s most characteristic decorative features. Other alterations have also been performed, such as
replacement of the original door, boarding up of transoms and sidelights, installation of security bars over
windows, and installation of a rooftop satellite dish. These modifications, in aggregate, significantly
compromise its integrity of design, workmanship, and materials. Therefore, the Silver Dollar Café and Tavern is
not eligible for historic listing for its architecture.
The duplex on Watkins Street is a common example of Minimal Traditional architecture, the most popular
style for inexpensive houses and small multi-family buildings when it was constructed. It lacks architectural
distinction and is therefore not eligible for historic listing for its architecture.
The garage, shed, and two accessory residential buildings are ancillary buildings that lack decorative or
aesthetic qualities and are not eligible for historic listing for their architecture.
To sum up, none of the buildings on the property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction, represents the work of a master, possesses high artistic values, or is a valuable
example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship. Nor do any of the buildings embody elements
of architectural design, detail materials or craftsmanship that represents a significant structural or architectural
achievement or innovation. Therefore, none of the elements of the Santos Family Property qualifies for
historic listing at any level for their architecture or design.
Criterion D/4: The Santos Family Property is not a likely source of information about history or prehistory,
and is therefore not eligible to the NRHP under Criterion D or the CRHR under Criterion 4.
Union City LHP Criterion B: None of the buildings on Santos Family Property can be considered rare in
Union City, the region, state, or nation. As stated above, the house and duplex on the property were types of
dwellings commonly constructed during the twentieth century. There are many examples of these building
types and architectural styles throughout the region. The Silver Dollar is an example of a utilitarian
commercial building from the 1930s, and lacks strong distinguishing aesthetic or design characteristics. As
such it does not qualify as one of a few remaining examples of an architectural or historical type. The ancillary
buildings on the parcel are also utilitarian in style and as such do not qualify as rare. Therefore the property is
not eligible for local listing under LHP Criterion B.
Historic District Evaluation: A district derives its importance from being a unified entity (even though they
are frequently composed of a wide variety of resources). A district must possess significance, as well as being
an identifiable entity, to qualify for historic listing. It must be important for historical, architectural,
archeological, engineering, or cultural values. Therefore, districts that are significant under the NRHP criteria
will usually meet the last portion of Criterion C (represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction) in addition to another criterion. The Santos Family Property
does not meet this standard because although it is a distinguishable entity, it lacks the historical or
architectural significance required for listing as a historic district. Therefore the property is not eligible for
listing as a historic district at any level.

Historic Status
None of the buildings on the Santos Family Property are eligible for historic listing either individually or as
contributors to a historic district. Therefore does not qualify as a historic resource, and should be assigned

California Historic Resource Status Code 6Z2, which means a property has been found ineligible for NRHP,
CRHR or local designation through survey evaluation.
Recommendations
None of the buildings on the property rise to the level of significance required for historic listing as individual
landmarks or as contributors to a potential historic district. Therefore, none of those buildings qualifies as a
historic resource under CEQA and as such do not merit special protection during the planning process.
Preparer’s Qualifications
I meet the Secretary of Interior’s Professional Qualifications for both History and Architectural History. I
hold a Master’s degree in Public History and have worked in multiple facets of historic preservation and
cultural resource evaluation since 2007. My experience includes municipal preservation planning and working
as the lead staff member of a non-profit preservation organization. Since 2012, I have worked full-time as a
historical consultant, completing dozens of evaluations for CEQA and Section 106 compliance. Additionally,
I have completed local and national register nominations, historic context statements, and HAER
recordation. I have managed historical projects in Union City, Fremont, Mountain View, San Jose, Los Gatos,
and unincorporated Santa Clara County. I frequently work in the greater Sacramento area and other parts of
the Bay Area, and have also completed projects in Southern California, Oregon, and New York. In addition
to my work with historic-period domestic, agricultural, and commercial properties for private clients, I have
evaluated post offices, military bases, university campuses, hospitals, church properties, and a NASA site. I
am listed as a Historian and Architectural Historian on the California Office of Historic Preservation’s roster
of qualified consultants for every county in California.
Please contact me by phone at 707/290-2918 or e-mail at kara.brunzell@yahoo.com with any questions or
comments.
Sincerely,

Kara Brunzell, M.A.
Architectural Historian
2899493.1

See the California Office of Historic Preservation’s “TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BULLETIN #8 User’s Guide to
the California Historical Resource Status Codes & Historic Resources Inventory Directory” for background and
additional information regarding California Historical Resource Status Codes.
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*NRHP Status Code: 6Z
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder): Santos Family Property

D1. Historic Name: Santos Family Property

D2. Common Name: Santos Family Property

*D3. Detailed Description (Discuss overall coherence of the district, its setting, visual characteristics, and minor features. List all
elements of district.)

The Santos Family Property is a large parcel located in Union City on the southern part of the block between Horner,
Watkins, and Vallejo Streets. It is irregularly shaped to conform to Horner Street (formerly Alvarado Boulevard and
Alvarado-Centerville Highway) which runs northwest-southeast at the property’s southern boundary. It includes five
addresses: 31088 Vallejo Street, 31063 and 31067 Watkins Street, and 31055 and 31112 Horner Street.
*D4. Boundary Description (Describe limits of district and attach map showing boundary and district elements.):
The property is bounded to the south/southwest by Horner Street, to the east by Watkins Street, and to the west by Vallejo
Street. The northern boundary consists of the parcel lines between 31082 Vallejo Street/31051 Watkins Street and 31088
Vallejo Street/31063 Watkins Street.
*D5. Boundary Justification:
The property’s boundaries are the boundaries of the parcel as mapped by the County of Alameda Recorder’s Office.
*D6. Significance: Theme: n/a
Area: n/a
Period of Significance: n/a
Applicable Criteria: n/a
(Discuss district's importance in terms of its historical context as defined by theme, period of significance, and geographic scope. Also
address the integrity of the district as a whole.)

Union City
The Ohlone people inhabited area that later became Union City prior to the arrival of Europeans. In 1797, Spanish priests
founded Mission San Jose in order to convert the local Ohlone to Christianity. The mission was about ten miles to the
southeast of the area that would become Alvarado. It was situated at a geographically advantageous site, adjacent to Mill
Creek and surrounded by fertile agricultural land. The Mexican government began making land grants in the early 1830s,
after Mexico gained independence. Juan Bautista Alvarado, governor of Alta California at the time, granted two ranchos
in the Union City area: Rancho Potrero de los Cerritos and Rancho Arroyo del Alameda. The first was made to Augustine
Alviso and Thomas Pacheco in 1844, spanning 10,610 acres, including present-day Alvarado, Centerville, and Irvington.
They sold during the gold rush and the area was used for farming potatoes. 1
The fertility of its agricultural land meant that the area around Mission San Jose was one of the first areas in California to
attract American settlers. In 1846, a Mormon group took up residence in the disused Mission San Jose barracks. John M.
Horner and Henry and Napoleon Smith established a general store, and Horner built a landing and several warehouses
on a bend of the Alameda Creek that had been used for shipping by the mission. He laid out Union City in 1851, naming
the town after his steamship the Union. Henry C. Smith may have founded New Haven nearby in 1850. Eventually, these
two towns merged into one, which was named Alvarado after the former governor and had a majority Portuguese
population. Alternately, lawyers named Strode and Jones may have founded Alvarado on land they bought from Alviso
in 1852. Histories on the area differ; New Haven may have had its name changed to Alvarado at some point, they may
have been separate and coexisting towns, Alvarado may have been used as an unofficial name for the general area, or any
combination of the above (continued on p. 2).2
*D7. References (Give full citations including the names and addresses of any informants, where possible.):
(See footnotes)
*D8. Evaluator: Kara Brunzell
Affiliation and Address: Kara Brunzell, Brunzell Historical
1613 B Street, Napa, CA 94559
DPR 523D (1/95)

1

Date: August 3, 2016

*Required information

M.W. Wood, History of Alameda County, California, M.W. Wood, Alameda, California: 1883, p. 63, 816, 819, 957, 830;
Country Club, The Woman’s Club of Washington Township, History of Washington Township, Alameda County, Country
Club, The Woman’s Club of Washington Township, Alameda County: 1904, p. 39; Draft Union City Cultural Resources
Inventory, Architectural Resources Group, February 1, 1999, 15-16.
2
Architectural Resources Group, 1999, 18; Timothy Swenson, Images of America: Union City, Arcadia Publishing,
Charleston, 2008; Timothy Swenson, “Three Towns – Early Names for Alvarado”, Union City History Collection: A
Collection of Articles on Union City History, Timothy Swenson, 2005.

*D3. Detailed Description (continued)
There are three main buildings on the property: the Santos House at 31088 Vallejo Street, the Silver Dollar Café and
Tavern at 31150 Horner Street, and a duplex at 31063 and 31067 Watkins Street. There are also several ancillary buildings:
a small shed south of the driveway and a garage are associated with the Santos House on Vallejo Street. Two accessory
residential buildings (referred to as “rumpus rooms” on Alameda County Building Records) are located between the
house and duplex on Watkins Street. Although originally documented along with the duplex, a field visit in August of
2016 revealed that the accessory residential buildings (which appear to be in use as dwellings) are accessed via 31088
Vallejo Street and separated from the Watkins Street duplex by a fence. A gas station at 31112 Horner Street has been
demolished, and the portion of the property on which it stood near the corner of Vallejo and Horner streets remains
vacant. The table below lists the resources on the property by number. Approximate locations of buildings are shown on
the sketch map below the table. The building photographs and detailed descriptions can be on attached Primary forms.
No.

Address

Resource Name

Approximate Construction Date

1

31088 Vallejo St.

Santos House

c1929

2

31088 Vallejo St.

Shed

Unknown, early twentieth century

3

31088 Vallejo St.

Garage

2009

4

31088 Vallejo St.

Accessory Residential building
(Rumpus Room A)

c1950

5

31088 Vallejo St.

Accessory Residential building
(Rumpus Room B)

c1950

6

31150 Horner Street

Silver Dollar Café and Tavern

c1937

7

31063 and 31067 Watkins St.

Duplex

c1945

Figure 1: Detail map (City of Union City Design Guidelines for Old Alvarado) showing approximate locations of the
seven buildings on the property.
*D6. Significance (continued)
In 1853, Smith petitioned for the creation of Alameda County, with the county seat Alvarado. Alvarado became a
commercial center during this era, and in 1870 Ebenezer H. Dyer established the first sugar beet factory near its edge. Salt
production in the area increased in the 1860s as the gold rush produced demand (processing gold and silver required
salt), and J.A. Plummer and his son founded two companies that would become the Morton Salt Company in 1868. 17,000
tons of salt a year were produced that year, and there were 28 salt companies in the area by 1900. By 1878, J.J. Stokes
owned the original Union City landing.3

3

Architectural Resources Group, 1999, p. 20, 22; Swenson, Images.

During the early twentieth century, Alvarado remained an agricultural town and shipping center. Salt and sugar
production were the main local industrial activities. The town remained heavily Portuguese, but also began to attract
immigrants from Asia and Latin America. After World War II, population growth in San Francisco and San Jose began to
stimulate increased suburban development in the farming communities of Washington Township and further diversify
the community. By the early 1950s, the Nimitz Freeway had been extended from Oakland to San Leandro, and was slated
for extension to San Jose. Population growth brought changes, and the area began a transformation from an agricultural
to a bedroom community. In the 1950s, Newark, Fremont, and Hayward all considered attempting to annex the
Alvarado-Decoto area. Locals formed an incorporation movement to prevent this possibility. Incorporation passed on
January 13, 1959, and the new town of Union City was formed on January 26. At this time, Union City had a population of
around 6,000. On November 3, 1959, the Alvarado Post Office, which had been open since 1853, closed in favor of the
Union City Post Office, which had been called the Decoto Post Office. In 1966, the Union City Police Department was
created (previously, the Alameda County Sheriff Department had provided police services.) Dyer’s sugar beet plant
remained in operation until 1975 and was a significant employer in the area.4
A period of spectacular growth followed incorporation. While former farmland was developed around it, tiny Alvarado
retained its farm-town atmosphere. In 1974, an article in the Hayward Review described Alvarado as “small, quaint, and
curiously out-of-time,” portraying the community as an old-fashioned and slow paced island surrounded by new
development and change. By this time, Alvarado was a diverse community, with Asian and Spanish-speaking
immigrants alongside of the descendants of the Portuguese immigrants that dominated the area in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century. By the end of the twentieth century Union City was an ethnically diverse suburb calling itself the
“Gateway to the Silicon Valley.” Although growth tapered off after 2000, Union City remains diverse and in 2016 has a
population of 70,000.5
The Santos family owned the large parcel, which was undeveloped and bounded by Vallejo and Watkins streets, and
Alvarado-Centerville Highway (Horner) in the early twentieth century. The block was just south of the town’s main
commercial district, and Horner Street was at that time a highway that led to the nearby town of Centerville. The Santos
family built businesses on Alvarado-Centerville Highway and constructed dwellings on the side streets.
Santos Family
Mae (May) Elizabeth Davilla was born about 1903 to a Portuguese-American family that lived and worked in Alvarado.
The family had come to the area in 1882, and were early business owners and civic leaders. Mae’s father Antone was a
native of the Azores Islands, and operated a number of businesses after coming to Washington Township. His wife Mary
was born in Alvarado in about 1881. In 1910, he had a barbershop, while his wife Mary operated a store with the help of
the children. Antone Davilla also operated the Peerless Saloon. Mary Foster Davilla was born in California to a
Portuguese immigrant family. She worked at the post office. The family lived on Levee Street. Mae’s eldest sibling was
named Antone, and she had sisters named Isabel, Clara, Genevieve, and Edna. A little brother, Maurice (Morris), was
born in 1920. That same year, Mae, still in her teens, married Antone Santos. The couple may have met at the salt plant,
where Antone was a laborer, as their marriage license records Mae as also working in salt production. 6
Antone (Tony) Santos was a Portuguese immigrant who had come to Washington Township in 1911 as a young man. He
was already 30 when he married Mae Davilla. Daughters Alvina (named for Antone’s mother) and Winifred were born in
1920 and 1924. The family attended St Anne’s Catholic Church, where Mae was an active volunteer. They were also
involved in local Portuguese cultural and social life. Antone continued to work at the salt plant into the 1930s after the
family built a gas station near the corner of Vallejo and Horner c1927 and the Tudor-style house on Vallejo Street about
two years later. In 1937, they added the Silver Dollar to the family commercial-residential compound. By 1940, Antone
was running the family businesses full time.7
Both Santos daughters attended Washington Union High School in Centerville, where Alvina was a member of the
yearbook staff. In 1939, Alvina turned nineteen and announced her engagement to Tony Brune, who worked at door and
window factory in Hayward. Winifred was still a drum majorette and a Junior at Washington Union High School at this
point. Both daughters were still living with their parents on Vallejo Street in 1940. Alvina married Tony Brune in 1940.
4

John S. Sandoval, The History of Washington Township, Mt. Eden Historical Publishers, Fremont, California, 2011, p.
276, 293; Swenson, Images; Architectural Resources Group, 1999, 23; Timothy Swenson, “Union City City Halls”, Union
City History Collection: A Collection of Articles on Union City History, Timothy Swenson, 2005; Timothy Swenson,
“Alvarado, Decoto and Union City Postmasters”, Union City History Collection: A Collection of Articles on Union City
History, Timothy Swenson, 2005.
5
Gary Tischler, “Alvarado: Our own Brigadoon,” Hayward Daily Review, 10 March 1974; “Facts and Figures,” Union City,
California, http://www.unioncity.org/about-us/facts-and-figures, accessed 23 February 2016.
6
Myrla Raymundo, “History: An Early Alvarado Family,” Tri-City Voice, 20 July 2009; U.S. Census Records, Washington
Township, 1910; California Marriage Record, Anthony Santos and May Elizabeth Davilla, November, 1920.
7
Myrla Raymundo, “History: Historical Buildings in Union City,” Tri-City Voice, 29 July 2010; Census Records,
Washington Township, 1930, 1940.

Brune, (whose birth name was Antonio de Brune da Silva, Jr.) was born in Portugal’s Azores Islands in 1912. Their son
David was born the following year, and they had a second son named Don a couple of years later. Tony died in 1976, at
the age of 64. Alvina followed her grandmother into the postal service, becoming post mistress and working in the local
post office until her retirement in 1981. Winifred Santos married Billy Harper in the early 1940s. He joined the army
during World War II, serving as a sergeant in the South Pacific. In 1943, Winifred was running family gas station. The
couple had a son, Wiliam Gale Harper III about 1943. The Santos family constructed the duplex at 31063 and 31067
Watkins Street about 1945. The Harpers lived in San Jose during the mid-1950s.8
Davilla/Santos/Brune Gas Station
In 1927, the Davillas and/or Santos’s built the U Auto Stop Service Station on the property’s Alvarado-Centerville
Highway (Horner Street) frontage. Located at the highway’s intersection with Vallejo Street, the small gas station became
a Shell station in 1928. The “U Auto Stop” name appears to have been used only briefly, and by the 1940s the business
appears in local directories as a Shell Service Station. As with the bar next door, operation of the Shell station was a family
affair. In 1943, a newspaper story identified Winifred Harper (who gave birth to her son Billy about this time) as its
proprietor. When the East Shore Freeway opened in 1957, it relieved automobile congestion in Alvarado but also led to a
drop in trade. Antone Santos reported selling less than half the volume of fuel at the gas station after the freeway was
completed. The gas station was demolished and rebuilt in 1961. The second gas station building was demolished in 2003.
31088 Vallejo Street
About 1929, Antone and Mae Santos built the Tudor-style house at 31088 Vallejo Street. The Santos family converted the
basement at the rear of the house to a two-story mother-in-law addition at an unknown date. This unit was present when
an Assessor visited the property in 1960 and shown on the 1944 Sanborn Map, so was in all likelihood constructed in the
early 1940s when the Santos daughters were marrying and starting their own families. (Housing was difficult to find for
young couples during the Depression and World War II, and the elder Santos’s may have wanted to make room for their
growing family.) According to an item in the Alvarado Pioneer, the low brick wall around the front yard was added in
1944. Antone and Mae Santos continued to live in the house on Vallejo Street after their daughters married until Antone
died in 1959. After his death, Mae lived on in the house until at least the 1990s. She died in 2003 at the age of 99.9
Silver Dollar Café and Tavern
In 1937, a few years after the repeal of Prohibition once again made bars legal, Antone Santos built and opened the Silver
Dollar just southeast of the U-Auto Stop/Shell gas station. The single-story bar building at 31150 Alvarado-Centerville
Highway was trapezoidal to conform to the slant of the highway, and had a neon sign with a coin image next to the
words “Silver Dollar.” 10
The new establishment was variously referred to in local newspapers and directories of the era as a cocktail lounge,
tavern, or the Silver Dollar Café. Antone was finally able to leave the salt plant, working full time at the bar and gas
station. By 1938, Santos was sponsoring a Silver Dollar softball team. The Silver Dollar appears to have primarily been
oriented toward drinking and pool, but would sometimes offer food. On New Year’s Eve 1940, for example, Tony Santos
gave away free homemade linguica to encourage patrons to buy drinks. The bar had a juke box, pinball machines, and
pool or snooker tables for entertainment. The pool or “restaurant” area was at the rear, and the bar in the front half of the
building near the entrance. The Silver Dollar was family-run in its first decade, and Mae’s brother Morris Davilla tended
bar there in the mid-1940s when he was in his twenties. By the 1940s, Alvarado had recovered from Prohibition to the
point that it boasted at least six drinking establishments, including a pool hall and liquor store, all of which competed
with the Silver Dollar. The Silver Dollar was the site for several dramatic events. In 1944, a drunk woman came in with a
gun and fired a shot out the door. The bar suffered several burglaries over the years and an armed robbery in 1971. In
1969, a 77-year-old local man was found dead in his car in the Silver Dollar parking lot. 11
Although the family held onto the property, Antone Santos appears to have retired from active management of the bar in
the late 1940s. By late in the decade Santos was approaching 60, and apparently starting to have health problems. In 1949,
he was hospitalized for an unspecified illness and then spent time recuperating at home. Mae’s brother Morris Davilla
may have been running the business as well as tending bar in the mid-1940s. In 1948, the Silver Dollar advertised in the
Alvarado Pioneer as having a record player for dancing and listed Jack Cordoba and Davilla as proprietors. Jack Cordoba
appears to have been Joaquin Cordoba, who grew up in the Alvarado area and whose parents were Spanish immigrants.
Davilla moved on quickly, and by the following year was a bartender at the local Bear Cat Tavern (where he was
murdered by a customer at the start of 1950). By 1949, Frank De Salles and Tony Costa were co-owners of the Silver
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Dollar. De Salles was a Newark native. He lived in Niles while running the bar and was in his late thirties. In 1950, John
Cordoba (probably the same person as Jack Cordoba) was again running the Silver Dollar. Santos does not appear to have
upgraded or made repairs to the building when he was operating the bar or afterwards. By 1960, a County of Alameda
Assessor downgraded the building’s rating, stating that it was “economically obsolete” despite its continued use as a
bar.12
The Silver Dollar stayed open for many years after Antone’s death. In the 1970s, it was one of at least five bars in
Alvarado, most of which featured tap beer and pool. 13
Don and Dave Brune were both firefighters in Union City in the 1960s and 1970s. Don had two children and Dave three.
Dave retired from the fire department in 1976 after an injury. During the 1980s, he helped his widowed grandmother with
management of the bar property, working with the City Building Department and acting as a contractor to make repairs.
Research has not revealed whether he was operating the business or just acting as a property manager. By 1981, the
Santos/Brune family had attracted the attention of both the Union City Building Department and the Alameda County
Health Department due to the dilapidated condition of the bar’s interior. The City presented the owners with a list of
repairs required for continued operation as a bar: repair and/or replacement of flooring in a number of locations
throughout the building, patching holes in walls and ceiling, painting the interior, installation of floor coving, and
upgrades to men’s and women’s restrooms that included the addition of hot water and exhaust fans. In 2002, repairs were
made to the property’s sewer line. Dave Brune died in 1997, and his mother Alvina died in 2004. 14
31063 and 31067 Watkins Street
The last major building constructed on the Santos property was the duplex on Watkins Street. Alameda County’s
Residential Building record gives and estimated build date of 1940 for the duplex at 31063 and 31067 Watkins Street.
Sanborn maps for the area do not show a building on the lot in 1944, however. The duplex is clearly present on 1946 aerial
photographs, so appears to have built c1945 when World War II ended and Alvarado’s population was beginning to
grow. By this time, both Santos daughters were married with children of their own, so the duplex may have been
intended as family housing or an income property. However, research has not revealed information about its early
residents.15
The Santos family also built two long and narrow accessory residential buildings (called rumpus room a and rumpus
room b on County of Alameda records) near the center of the parcel between the duplex and the Santos house on Vallejo.
The Residential Building Record suggests that they were originally constructed about the same time as the duplex. These
rooms were considered part of the duplex dwelling space in 1955 and 1960. At some point, an addition was built on the
the northern accessory residential building. By 1968, assessor’s visits deemed them “uninhabitable” and stated that they
were used only for storage. In 2009, it was again stated that they were used only for storage. At the time of a field visit in
August 2016 both appeared to be in use as ancillary dwellings. They are separated from the duplex by a fence and
accessible from the Vallejo Street house.
By 1972, Isabel and John Bond were living in the duplex unit at 31063 Watkins Street. Research has revealed few
biographical details about the couple, who lived in the unit through at least 1990. Both appear to have been born in 1915,
so they are likely to have been retired when they lived on Watkins Street. William and Winifred Harper lived in 31067
beginning in 1972. Their son was about 30 by this time, and presumably no longer lived at home (although his name was
also William Harper so he may have been the “Wm. Harper” recorded living in the unit). By 1978, Eleanor Cram had
replaced the Harper family. She was the last recorded resident of the unit, which was vacant by 1980 and remained so for
at least a decade.16
After Mae Santos’ death in 2003, her surviving descendants inherited the entire property including Alvina, Don Brune
and Winifred Harper. The family sold to Gu Zhang and Ershi Gu in 2006 after the death of Alvina Brune. The second
owners resold to current owner Jing Jiang in 2015. The Silver Dollar has been vacant since 2012.
Evaluation:
Criterion A/1/C (historically significant events): The Santos Family Property is not eligible for historic listing to the NRHP
under Criterion A, the CRHR under Criterion 1, or Union City’s LHP under Criterion C. The residential and commercial
buildings on the parcel were constructed between c1927 and c1950, within the general context of the twentieth century
residential and commercial development of Alvarado (which became part of Union City after the buildings were
constructed). Every building constructed is at least tangentially connected to one or more specific historic contexts,
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however, most buildings are not historically significant according to NRHP, CRHR, or local criteria. The Santos House on
Vallejo Street and the duplex on Watkins Street were both loosely associated with residential development and growth in
Alvarado. They were among many such dwellings constructed, and research has revealed no important association
between the dwellings on the property and this historic trend. Therefore they are ineligible for individual historic listing
for their historical associations.
Likewise, the Silver Dollar Café and Tavern (constructed c1938) was associated with commercial development in
Alvarado. It was one of several bars that opened (or re-opened) in Alvarado after the repeal of Prohibition in 1933. Thirty
years later, the Silver Dollar was still just one of a half dozen bars in the immediate area. Extensive research has not
revealed any important associations between this particular business and the commercial development of Alvarado. Nor
is there evidence that the bar was a significant cultural or social locus for the community. Therefore it is ineligible for
individual historic listing based on its association with historical trends. In addition to the bar’s lack of significance, its
integrity has been compromised to the point that even if future research revealed historical significance it would be
unlikely to be eligible for historic listing. When the Nimitz Freeway was constructed, Horner Street lost its historical
status as a highway, significantly altering the setting. Demolition of the adjacent gas station c1961 further compromised
the setting. Integrity of feeling and association are especially important for buildings that lack architectural distinction.
Integrity of association was lost when the Silver Dollar ceased operation as a tavern c2014. Degradation of most other
aspects of integrity combine to form a lack of integrity of feeling.
The garage, shed, and two accessory residential buildings are ancillary buildings constructed to provide storage and extra
living space for the residents of the house and duplex. As such, they would only be eligible for historic listing based on
their association with the house and duplex. Since those buildings are not significantly associated with an important
historic context, the ancillary buildings are similarly lacking in historic significance..
Criterion B/2/C (historically significant persons): The Santos Family Property is not eligible for historic listing to the
NRHP under Criterion B, the CRHR under Criterion 2, or Union City’s LHP under Criterion C. Although members of the
Santos family were active in the local community in various capacities during their lifetimes and were somewhat
prominent as local business operators, research does not indicate that they were important to local history or influenced
historical trends. Therefore, none of the buildings on the Santos Family Property is individually eligible for historic listing
due to its association with persons important to history.
Criterion C/3/A (architecture and design): The Santos Family Property is not eligible to the NRHP under Criterion C, the
CRHR under Criterion 3, or Union City’s LHP under Criterion A. The Santos House on Vallejo Street is a modest example
of a Tudor-style house from the 1920s. The style was popular from about 1890 until 1940, and was inspired by English
medieval and Renaissance architecture. The Santos House’s steeply-pitched cross-gabled roof, arched entry door, and
massive chimney are features that associate the residence with modest examples of the style. According to Virginia
McAlester, the most widely respected expert on historic American houses, roughly a quarter of the houses constructed
during the 1920s were Tudor style, so it was a common type of residence during this era. The Santos House lacks the
decorative features and elaborations that distinguish architecturally significant examples of Tudor architecture, including
half-timbered cladding, brick and or stone masonry cladding or trim, strapwork, decorative chimney pots, carved
wooden doors, and windows with multiple small panes. Alterations over the years, especially the large hipped-roof
addition at the rear and porch enclosure on the south elevation, have also compromised its integrity of design, materials,
and workmanship. Therefore the house is not eligible for historic listing for its architecture.
The Silver Dollar building is a primarily utilitarian example of a commercial building constructed to house a bar after
Prohibition. Its small hexagonal windows were commonly incorporated into bar buildings during this period in order to
make drinkers less visible to children and other passersby. The building’s flat roof, irregular plan that conforms to the
slant of the road, lack of entry porch or permanent awning, and cladding that is different on front and rear elevations are
all features of a building constructed to be inexpensive rather than according to particular design principles. Its only
extant decorative features are minimal molding on wall surfaces and coping at its parapets. For simple buildings such as
this one, even minor alterations can significantly degrade historic integrity. Its two original neon signs have been
removed, destroying the building’s most characteristic decorative features. Other alterations have also been performed,
such as replacement of the original door, boarding up of transoms and sidelights, installation of security bars over
windows, and installation of a rooftop satellite dish. These modifications, in aggregate, significantly compromise its
integrity of design, workmanship, and materials. Therefore, the Silver Dollar Café and Tavern is not eligible for historic
listing for its architecture.
The duplex on Watkins Street is a common example of Minimal Traditional architecture, the most popular style for
inexpensive houses and small multi-family buildings when it was constructed. It lacks architectural distinction and is
therefore not eligible for historic listing for its architecture.
The garage, shed, and two accessory residential buildings are ancillary buildings that lack decorative or aesthetic qualities
and are not eligible for historic listing for their architecture.

To sum up, none of the buildings on the property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, represents the work of a master, possesses high artistic values, or is a valuable example of the use of
indigenous materials or craftsmanship. Nor do any of the buildings embody elements of architectural design, detail
materials or craftsmanship that represents a significant structural or architectural achievement or innovation. Therefore,
none of the elements of the Santos Family Property qualifies for historic listing at any level for their architecture or design.
Criterion D/4: The Santos Family Property is not a likely source of information about history or prehistory, and is
therefore not eligible to the NRHP under Criterion D or the CRHR under Criterion 4.
Union City LHP Criterion B: None of the buildings on Santos Family Property can be considered rare in Union City, the
region, state, or nation. As stated above, the house and duplex on the property were types of dwellings commonly
constructed during the twentieth century. There are many examples of these building types and architectural styles
throughout the region. The Silver Dollar is an example of a utilitarian commercial building from the 1930s, and lacks
strong distinguishing aesthetic or design characteristics. As such it does not qualify as one of a few remaining examples of
an architectural or historical type. The ancillary buildings on the parcel are also utilitarian in style and as such do not
qualify as rare. Therefore the property is not eligible for local listing under LHP Criterion B.
Historic District Evaluation: A district derives its importance from being a unified entity (even though they are frequently
composed of a wide variety of resources). A district must possess significance, as well as being an identifiable entity, to
qualify for historic listing. It must be important for historical, architectural, archeological, engineering, or cultural values.
Therefore, districts that are significant under the NRHP criteria will usually meet the last portion of Criterion C (represent
a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction) in addition to another
criterion. The Santos Family Property does not meet this standard because although it is a distinguishable entity, it lacks
the historical or architectural significance required for listing as a historic district. Therefore the property is not eligible for
listing as a historic district at any level. None of the buildings on the Santos Family Property are eligible for historic listing
either individually or as a historic district. Therefore, the property has been assigned a historic resource status code of 6Z
and does not qualify as a historic resource.

Figure 2: Map of Alvarado, 1878.

Figure 3: Sanborn Insurance Map of Alvarado, 1944, parcel at right with residence on Vallejo Street, saloon on Horner and
gas station between..

Figure 4: County of Alameda Assessor’s Map showing parcel lower center frame.

Figure 5: Silver Dollar neon sign, (no longer installed on building), Michael Campbell, 2009

Figure 6: Alvina Santos, 1938.

Figure 7: Winifred Santos as drum majorette, 1940.

Figure 8: Winifred Santos, 1941.

Figure 9: Alvinia Brune, Mary Davilla, David Brune,
and Mae Santos, Oakland Tribune, 27 Dec 1941.
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P1. Other Identifier: 31088 Vallejo Street
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and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
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e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Assessor Parcel Number 483-10-39
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

There are five buildings associated with this address. They are part of a larger property that was developed by the Santos Family during
the first half of the twentieth century.
1. The Santos House, a Tudor-style house that fronts onto Vallejo Street, is its primary building (photos 1 – 6). Its front yard is enclosed by
a low brick wall, and it has a long driveway south of the house. The building features a modified rectangular plan and steeply pitched
cross-gabled composition shingle roof. Cladding is stucco. Fenestration consists of picture windows on the main façade and a combination
of double-hung wood sash, steel casement, and vinyl replacement windows at side and rear elevations. Its main entrance is recessed in the
north end of the primary (west) façade (photo 3). An uncovered entry porch with concrete steps and landing leads to the door, which is
arched and sheltered by a shallow front-gabled partial width porch. A chimney at the center of the main facade has a decorative faux
masonry element executed in stucco and there is an arched picture window in a slightly projecting volume adjacent to the chimney (photo
4). A covered porch on the south façade adjacent to the driveway has been enclosed, and is partially clad in brick (photo 5). The house is
split-level, with a two-story hipped-roof addition at the rear (continued page 2).
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP2: Single family property
*P4. Resources Present:

 Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.)
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,
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(main) and south elevations, camera facing
northeast, photograph taken August 3, 2016.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources:
 Historic  Prehistoric  Both

c1929, Alameda County Building Record
*P7. Owner and Address:

Jing Jiang
31063 Watkins Street
Union City, CA 94587
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, address)

Kara Brunzell
1613 B Street
Napa, California 94559
*P9. Date Recorded: August 3, 2016
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and
other sources, or enter “none.”) Historical Evaluation of the Santos Property, Union City, California
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 Continuation  Update

*P3a. Description: (continued)

The main house consists of an entry hall, living room, dining room, 3 bedrooms, “nook,” bathroom, and basement laundry room. The
two-story addition at the rear has its own kitchen, bedroom, and bathroom.
2. A small structure clad in wood clapboard is south of the driveway. It has shelves on its exterior walls. Heavily overgrown with
vegetation, it has no visible fenestration or entrances (see photo 7).
3. A single garage with gabled roof and stucco cladding is located behind the main house. A metal roll-up garage door and a wooden
entry door are on its south elevation. It is connected at the east to an ancillary housing unit (see photos 8 and 9).
4. The ancillary housing behind the garage is referred to on the Residential Building Record as “rumpus room A and addition”. The
original rumpus room is to the north, and its shed room slopes downward to meet the shed roof of the addition, which slopes in the
opposite direction, giving the building a butterfly roof. The addition is clad in plywood, while the original section is brick at the east
elevation (other elevations are attached to nearby buildings). The rumpus room is slightly wider than the garage, just enough to create
room for a wooden door on its west elevation (photo 8). Its south elevation is lined with large fixed multiple light windows, and there is a
secondary entrance at its east end fitted with a partially glazed door (photos 9 and 10).
5. Rumpus room b, also used as ancillary housing, is located directly to the south of rumpus room a. It is partially covered by vegetation.
The south wall is formed by the fence along the backyard of the duplex on the other side of the property. Its shed roof corrugated metal
(photos 10 – 13). There is a prefabricated metal garden shed in the yard between the rumpus rooms (photo 10).
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*Recorded by Kara Brunzell
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Photograph 2: Main house, north and west elevations, camera
facing southeast, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 3: Main house, west elevation, camera facing east,
August 3, 2016.

Photograph 4: Main house, west elevation, camera facing east,
August 3, 2016.

Photograph 5: Main house, south elevation, camera facing
northeast, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 6: Main house, south and east elevations, camera
facing northwest, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 7: Shed, north and west elevations, camera facing
southeast, August 3, 2016.
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Primary # _____________________________________
HRI # ________________________________________
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*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 31088 Vallejo Street

*Recorded by Kara Brunzell

*Date: August 3, 2016

 Continuation  Update

Photograph 8: Garage and rumpus room A, west and south
elevations, camera facing northeast, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 9: Garage and rumpus room A, west and south
elevations, camera facing northeast, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 10: Rumpus rooms A and B, south and east
elevations, camera facing northwest, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 11: Rumpus room B, north elevation, camera facing
southeast, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 12: Rumpus room B, south elevation, camera facing
northeast, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 13: Rumpus Room B: South and east elevations,
camera facing northwest, August 3, 2016.
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HRI # ________________________________________
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NRHP Status Code
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*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 31063 and 31067 Watkins Street

P1. Other Identifier: 31063 and 31067 Watkins Street
*P2. Location:  Not for Publication  Unrestricted
*a. County Alameda
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad Newark
Date 2015 T___; R _ __; ___ ¼ of Sec ___; _ ___ B.M.
c. Address 31063 and 31067 Watkins Street City

Union City

Zip 94587

d. UTM: (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10 ;
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e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Assessor Parcel Number 483-10-39
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

31063 and 31067 Watkins Street are part of a larger property that was developed by the Santos Family during the first half of the twentieth
century. The Minimal Traditional duplex is cross-gabled with a composition shingle roof. Rectangular in plan, its primary façade is at the
east. Cladding is stucco at the south and east (primary) with horizontal board siding at the west (rear) and north facades. Fenestration
consists of a combination of horizontal and vertical aluminum sliders, vinyl replacement windows, and occasional original double-hung
wood sash. The two units are mirrored with single garages at the center of the building, each with a wooden garage door. Primary
entrances are located in projecting front-gabled volumes with partial-width entry porches, each supported by a single square wooden
post. The duplex rests on a concrete location. Each unit consists of a kitchen, living room, single bedroom, and bathroom, and has a low
brick wall enclosing its front yard. A 5' tall board fence screens the duplex from the vacant portion of the lot to the south. Similar lower
fences are between the units and separate the duplex from the house at 31088 Vallejo Street.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP3: Multiple family property
*P4. Resources Present:

 Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.)
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,
accession #) Photograph 1: East (main) and

north elevations, camera facing southwest,
photograph taken August 3, 2016.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources:
 Historic  Prehistoric  Both

c1945, Sanborn Maps and aerial photographs
*P7. Owner and Address:

Jing Jiang
31063 Watkins Street
Union City, CA 94587
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, address)

Kara Brunzell
1613 B Street
Napa, California 94559
*P9. Date Recorded: August 3, 2016
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and
other sources, or enter “none.”) Historical Evaluation of the Santos Property, Union City, California
*Attachments: NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record
 District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record  Artifact Record  Photograph Record
 Other (list) __________________
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 Continuation  Update

Photograph 2: West and south elevations, camera facing
northeast, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 2: South and east elevations, camera facing
northwest, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 3: East elevation, camera facing west, August 3,
2016.

Photograph 4: East and north elevations, camera facing
southwest, August 3, 2016.
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*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Silver Dollar Café and Tavern

P1. Other Identifier: Silver Dollar Café and Tavern
*P2. Location:  Not for Publication  Unrestricted
*a. County Alameda
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e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Assessor Parcel Number 483-10-39
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The Silver Dollar Café and Tavern is a commercial building with a flat roof and an unusual trapezoidal plan that conforms to Horner
Street (Alvarado Boulevard). Its main façade is on the southwest. It is clad in stucco except for its rear (north) elevation, which is
horizontal wood siding. Hexagonal mirrored windows are fitted with metal security grates, and the front door is recessed slightly. The
wood panel door was originally topped by a transom and flanked by slanting sidelights, but all have been boarded up. Its only decorative
features are metal molding on the west and southwest elevations above the windows and simple coping at the roofline parapet. There is a
small backyard enclosed with a tall wooden fence. The original Silver Dollar neon sign above the door has been removed, as has a second
neon sign dating from the bar’s first decade of operation. Its upper walls are painted with the words “Silver Dollar” and “cocktails” in
large decorative script, as well as images of cocktail glasses.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6: 1-3 story commercial building
*P4. Resources Present:

 Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.)
P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,
accession #) Photograph 1: Southwest (main)

and west elevations, camera facing east,
photograph taken August 3, 2016.
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources:
 Historic  Prehistoric  Both

1937, Alameda County Building Record
*P7. Owner and Address:

Jing Jiang
31063 Watkins Street
Union City, CA 94587
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, address)

Kara Brunzell
1613 B Street
Napa, California 94559
*P9. Date Recorded: August 3, 2016
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and
other sources, or enter “none.”) Historical Evaluation of the Santos Property, Union City, California
*Attachments: NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record
 District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record  Artifact Record  Photograph Record
 Other (list) __________________
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Primary # _____________________________________
HRI # ________________________________________
Trinomial ____________________________________________

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Silver Dollar Café and Tavern

*Recorded by Kara Brunzell

*Date: August 3, 2016

 Continuation  Update

Photograph 2: West and southwest elevations, camera facing
northeast, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 3: Southwest and east elevations, camera facing
northwest, August 3, 2016.

Photograph 4: Detail, east elevation, camera facing northwest,
August 3, 2016.

Photograph 5: East and north elevations, camera facing west,
August 3, 2016.

Photograph 6: East and north elevations, camera facing
southwest, August 3, 2016.
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