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Update on ACLU Report about Union City Police Department Data
Sharing Policy and Practice
Thank you to members of the media for following Union City’s response to the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) report about the Immigration and Custom’s Enforcement (ICE) Agency’s
use of Vigilant Solutions.
This news release speaks on behalf of the City, which includes the Police Department.
We have reviewed all the material associated with this matter. In addition, the ACLU sent us a
public record request for information we collect through our non-existent Automated License
Plate Readers (ALPRs). We sincerely believe that the ACLU misinterpreted information from the
documents that it obtained from ICE. We will be in communication with the ACLU in the near
future to clear up the matter and move past it.
We appreciate the media’s scrutiny of this matter and for their follow-up questions that certainly
have clarified the misinformation contained in the ACLU report.
We apologize to our community members who may have read early reports on this matter
yesterday and were concerned that we had waivered from our commitment to uphold the City’s
Compassionate City policy and SB 54. To them, we would like to reinforce today that we are
committed to upholding the law and the values associated with our Compassionate City
framework.
Here is a snapshot of our statement yesterday:
Vigilant Solutions stores and shares license plate information with law enforcement subscribers.
The license plate information is obtained from law enforcement agencies and commercial users
that deploy ALPRs and gather license plate information.
The Police Department does not own or operate ALPRs; therefore, there is no license plate
information provided to Vigilant Solutions from the Police Department.
The Police Department is a subscriber to Vigilant Solutions, which allows for investigators to
access license plate information that can be of value and assist the Police Department with
criminal investigations.

To be clear, the Union City Police Department complies with SB 54 and the City’s
Compassionate City values by not sharing information with ICE. In fact, our commitment to this
policy began before SB 54 was law.
In Spring 2017, the Police Department worked in partnership with the Union City Human Relations
Commission to develop and sponsor our own Compassionate City Resolution, which was unanimously
adopted by the City Council in May 2017. The Compassionate City Resolution is attached to this press
release for reference. The Union City Police Department stands firm in our compliance, support and
representation of the City’s Compassionate City Resolution and SB 54.
We thank the media for their interest in the City of Union City and the Union City Police Department.

###

RESOLUTION NO. 5069- 17

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UNION CITY

f_.

TO REAFFIRM AND PROCLAIM THE CITY OF UNION CITY AS A
COMPASSIONATE CITY

WHEREAS, City Council recognizes that recent changes to federal immigration policies have
generated fear and anxiety among city residents; and
WHEREAS, the City of Union City will continue to uphold its commitment to be a community
free of prejudice, bigotry, and hate; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City that no person be denied the equal protection of the
nor shall any person be denied the enjoyment of his/her civil or political rights or be
discriminated against because of age, race, physical ability, religion, sexual orientation, or citizenship
laws,

status; and

WHEREAS, the city recognizes that such discrimination poses a threat to the health, safety,
and general, and general welfare of the citizens of Union City and menaces the institutions and
foundation of our community; and
WHEREAS, the City of Union City affirms the protections of the First Amendment for the
free practice of religion; and

WHEREAS, the City of Union City recognizes that The United States Immigration and
responsible for enforcing federal civil immigration laws thus the City
has no authority or jurisdiction for such enforcement; and
Customs Enforcement ( "ICE ") is

WHEREAS, a relationship of trust between California' s immigrant residents and our local
agencies, including law enforcement, schools, and healthcare providers is essential to carrying out
basic local functions; and

WHEREAS, the City of Union City recognizes the authority and jurisdiction of the United
States Immigration and Customs Enforcement to conduct sweeps, but strongly urges them not to:

Break up families; Deport those that are here illegally, but have not broken any other laws; Detain or
Deport anyone that is a victim or a witness in an ongoing investigation, court proceeding or trial;
Conduct sweeps at schools, places of worship or City Buildings.
NOW

THEREFORE

BE

IT

RESOLVED

that

the

city

declares

itself to

be

a

COMPASSIONATE CITY; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
1.

The Union City shall not engage in activities solely for the purpose of enforcing federal
immigration law. The Union City Police Department does not independently conduct sweeps or
other organized efforts for the purpose of detaining suspected undocumented aliens. Members
of this department should not participate in such federal immigration operations as a part of any
detention team unless it is in direct response to a request for emergency assistance for
compromised officer safety.
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2.

Union City shall not enter into any partnerships or written agreement with federal authorities
for the sake of enforcing federal civil immigration law according to section 287( g) of the INA.

3.

Unless immigration status is relevant to another criminal offense or investigation, suspicion or

knowledge of an undocumented alien shall not be the sole basis for contact, detention, or arrest.

While it may be necessary to determine the identity of a victim or witness, members shall treat
all individuals equally and without regard to race, color or national origin in any way that
would violate the United States or California Constitution.

4.

It is the intent of the city that individuals feel secure in contacting or being addressed by Union
City law enforcement regardless of their immigration status. To encourage crime reporting and
cooperation in the investigation of criminal activity, all individuals, regardless of their
immigration status, must feel secure that contacting or being addressed by members of law
enforcement will not automatically lead to immigration inquiry and /or deportation.

5.

Individuals should not be held in custody solely for a civil immigration hold.

6.

A detainer will be acted upon only for arrestees with pending criminal cases who would
normally be held for further criminal proceedings, provided the ICE immigration detainer is
accompanied with an arrest warrant signed by a judge.

7.

No city employee or service provider shall ask or use knowledge of an individual' s

immigration status as a basis for providing services, unless it is material to the service being
sought ( i.e., immigration services).

No city service shall be denied based upon race, gender,
sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity, national origin, or immigration status.
8.

City resources shall not be used to create, assist in the creation, or maintain a registry based on
race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity, or national origin for the purpose of
reporting any immigration- related data to federal law enforcement.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Union City at a
regular meeting held on the 9th day of May, 2017 by the following vote:
AYES:

Councilmembers Duncan, Ellis, Singh, Vice Mayor Gacoscos, Mayor DutraVernaci

NOES:

None

ABSENT:

None

ABSTAIN:

None
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CAROL DUTRA-VERNACI
Mayor

ANNA M. BROWN

City Clerk

