PROTECTING
ESSENTIAL SERVICES

Union City community support workers distribute
food and supplies to needy families and seniors
during COVID-19 quarantine
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STORIES FROM OUR NEIGHBORS
Like many members of the community, the staff of Community and Recreation
Services (CRS) found themselves unable to perform their daily jobs with the
closures of their facilities during shelter-in-place. They also knew that residents
needed support during these difficult times. Program coordinator, Jesus Garcia,
explains, “We were asking, ’What can we do?’” So, Jesus and his fellow CRS staff
teamed up with Centro de Servicios and other community partners to distribute
food and resources to seniors and those most in need during the pandemic.
Now, the Ruggieri Senior Center is the host of three different food distribution programs, serving
more than 250 residents on a weekly basis. “Shifting our service model to feed people at a time
when they are losing their job or can’t get to a grocery store has been our top priority since March,”
says Jesus. Some of the food programs have quadrupled in size since the beginning of shelter-inplace. “We keep getting more and more people,” Jesus explains. When asked how the community
can best support this critical work, Jesus responds “check on your neighbors and friends. See how
they are doing. And, then, make sure to send them our way if they need help. We are here for them.”

CORONAVIRUS RESOURCES

Union City is continuing to support local residents and businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Below is a list of resources available. For more information
visit: www.unioncity.org/coronavirus or call Lauren Sugayan, Communications Manager at (510) 675-5400 or LaurenS@unioncity.org
Partial List of Community Resources (For full list please visit, www.unioncity.org/coronavirus)
Union City Family Center: www.unioncityfamilycenter.org
Legal Assistance for Seniors: www.lashicap.org
Centro de Servicios: www.centrodeservicios.org
Life Elder Care: lifeeldercare.org
Alameda County Food Bank: www.accfb.org
Safe Alternatives to Violent Environments: save-dv.org
Filipino Advocates for Justice: filipinos4justice.org
Spectrum Community Resources: www.spectrumcs.org
/CityOfUnionCity

@UnionCityCA_Gov
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(510)675-5400

PROTECTING ESSENTIAL SERVICES
FROM BUDGET CUTS
COVID-19 AND UNION CITY’S BUDGET
Union City is facing a revenue loss of $26 million over the next four years
due to COVID-19’s impact on expected revenue and expiring local funding
sources. Significant budget reductions have already been made, including
cuts to public safety, freezing all hiring for vacant nonessential positions,
reducing library hours and utilizing emergency reserves.
Without new revenue, Union City will need to cut $11 million over the next
few years, which represents almost 20% of Union City’s operating budget.
Cuts of this magnitude will result in deep reductions to essential programs
and services. Measure WW would provide additional revenues, without
which the City would need to reduce services and programs, including
slower 911 emergency response times and reduced maintenance of
parks, streets and sidewalks.
Local paramedic responds to 911 emergency call during COVID-19 pandemic

MEASURE WW: ESSENTIAL SERVICES
PROTECTION MEASURE
To protect essential services from budget cuts, the City Council
recently voted unanimously to place Measure WW, the Union City
Essential Services Protection Measure, on the November 2020 ballot.
This proposed temporary utility users’ tax on electricity, gas, video
and telecommunications services would provide approximately
$6.1 million annually to prevent cuts to essential services.

Youth and Family Services preparing COVID-19 relief packages

Maintaining paramedic
and fire protection
services, 9-1-1
emergency response
and emergency and
disaster preparedness
programs, including for
a public health crisis

Ensuring
senior citizens
receive support
and access to food
during the COVID-19
crisis and during
the recovery

Preserving youth
violence prevention
and drug and gang
intervention programs
to keep kids off the
street and maintain
community safety

LOCAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTABILITY REQUIREMENTS
• All funds must stay in Union City to support local services
• No funds can be taken away by the State, the County or other agencies
• An independent citizens’ oversight committee and annual audits are required

SENIOR AND LOW-INCOME EXEMPTIONS
Senior citizens and low-income residents are eligible to receive an exemption from the cost.
To find out if your household qualifies, visit: www.unioncity.org/MeasureWW.

For more information in the PG&E Cares Program, please visit:
www.tinyurl.com/PGECares

Maintaining city
streets and parks

SAMPLE BALLOT
MEASURE WW
UNION CITY ESSENTIAL
SERVICES PROTECTION MEASURE

“To protect essential city services including senio
r
citizen support/meal programs during COVID-19
crisis/recovery; 911 emergency/paramedic
response; street/pothole repair; fire protection;
disaster/health crisis preparedness; youth
violence prevention/drug intervention programs
;
and other city services, shall the measure
establishing a 5% utility users tax on gas,
electricity, video, telecommunications services
for 8 years, providing $6,100,000 annually
in locally-controlled funding, requiring citizen
oversight/independent audits, be adopted?”

YES
NO

