PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES ELEMENT
INTRODUCTION
Union City's development and quality of life is dependent on a network of public facilities
and services. Each type of service has a unique set of constraints and must adapt to growth
and change differently. Generally, Union City’s public facilities and services will be
adequate to handle future growth under the General Plan. However, there are several
facilities/services that may require expansion including: (1) wastewater treatment capacity,
which is not expected to meet future growth over the lifetime of the General Plan; (2) solid
waste disposal facility, since the current landfill is nearing capacity; (3) law enforcement,
which will require an additional staff and facilities; (4) schools, which will likely need
expansion to meet projected future growth and mandated
class size reductions; (5) library facilities, which may
need expansion to keep pace with population growth; (6)
fire stations, which will require additional staff,
equipment and facilities as the community continues to
develop; and (7) City Hall expansion, as the need for
administering City services grows with the population.
This element contains goals, policies, and implementation
programs that establish the framework for the provision of
public facilities and services to meet the demand created
by existing and future development in Union City.
Transportation facilities and services are addressed in the
Transportation Element and recreation facilities are
addressed in the Natural and Cultural Resources Element.

Ruggieri Senior Center

A. GENERAL
Goal
PF-A.1

To ensure the timely development of public facilities and the
maintenance of adequate service levels for these facilities to meet the
needs of existing and future city residents.

Policies
PF-A.1.1

The City shall ensure through the development review process that adequate public
facilities and services are available to serve new development when required. The City
shall not approve new development where existing facilities are inadequate to support the
project unless the applicant can demonstrate that all necessary public facilities (including
water service, sewer service, storm drainage, transportation, police and fire protection
services) will be installed or adequately financed and maintained (through fees, special
taxes, assessments, or other mean).

PF-A.1.2

The City shall require all new development and major modifications to existing
development to construct necessary on-site infrastructure to serve the project in accordance
with City standards.
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PF-A.1.3

When reviewing applications for land use designation changes (i.e., zone change, General
Plan Amendment, specific plan amendment), the City shall analyze the impacts of the
proposed land use designation changes on all aspects of the infrastructure system within
the city and require mitigation as legally appropriate. This shall include consultation with
other service providers, such as the Alameda County Water District (ACWD) and the
Union Sanitary District (USD), who have infrastructure within the city.

PF-A.1.4

The City shall ensure that the provision of streets, sewer, water, drainage and other needed
infrastructure is coordinated in a logical manner between adjacent developments so as to
reduce design, construction and maintenance costs.

PF-A.1.5

The City shall ensure through the development review process that public facilities and
infrastructure are designed and constructed to meet ultimate capacity needs, pursuant to a
master plan, to avoid the need for costly retrofitting. This does not apply to any
infrastructure requirements of the ACWD and the USD.

PF-A.1.6

The City shall consider applying Federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds for child care facility construction.

Implementation Programs
PF- A.1

The City shall continue to update its Capital Improvement Program to address the city’s
existing and projected public facility needs.
Responsibility:
9
Public Works Department
9
various Public Facility providers
9
Planning Commission
Time Frame:
9
On-going

B. INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING

Goal
PF-B.1

To ensure that adequate facility and service standards are achieved and
maintained through the use of equitable funding methods.

Policies
PF-B.1.1

The City shall review its Capital Facilities Fee (Residential Impact Fee) annually and adjust
the fee as allowed by the Zoning Ordinance to provide adequate public facilities and
services.

PF-B.1.2

The City will identify and pursue alternative funding sources, including grant funding, that
can be used for capital improvement project construction, staffing, and ongoing
maintenance of public improvements.

PF-2
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PF-B.1.3

The City shall require, to the extent legally possible, that new development pays the cost
of providing new public facilities and services and/or the cost for upgrading all existing
facilities that are used. Exceptions may be made when new development generates
significant public benefits (e.g., low-income housing, significant primary wage earner
employment) and/or when alternative sources of funding can be identified to offset
foregone revenues.

PF-B.1.4

Where some services are provided by other public entities, such as the Alameda County
Water District (ACWD) and the Union Sanitary District (USD), the City shall coordinate
construction efforts with these agencies to provide appropriate levels of service and
minimize redundant construction costs.

PF-B.1.5

The City shall require all new development or major modifications to existing development,
to construct or provide a fair share contribution toward the construction of any off-site
improvements necessary to off-set project impacts and/or support the project.

PF-B.1.6

The City shall plan and design for the expansion of City Hall to accommodate the
continued expansion of City services.

PF-B.1.7

The City shall acquire 3-D computer modeling capabilities.

PF-B.1.8

The City shall continue to assess all development fees as adopted by the City Council for
the DIPSA Specific Area Plan area.

PF-B.1.9

The City shall analyze the feasibility of establishing a replacement fund for capital
equipment, such as fire equipment, dispatch system, etc.

Implementation Programs
PF- B.1

The City shall annually review and update its development fees to ensure adequate funding
to deliver and maintain the service levels set out in this General Plan.
Responsibility:
9
All City departments
9
City Council
Time Frame:
9
Ongoing, biannually

C. WATER SUPPLY
Water in Union City is provided by the Alameda County Water District (ACWD), which
stores water in 11 reservoirs and tanks. Of these, Patterson Reservoir (15 million gallons)
and Decoto Reservoir (15 million gallons) and the Appian Way Tank (750,000 gallons) are
nearest to Union City. ACWD has two treatment facilities: the Mission San Jose plant,
southeast of Union City near Fremont, with a capacity of 8.5 million gallons per day, and
Water Treatment Plant 2, in the same area, with a capacity of 21 million gallons per day.
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ACWD carries out long-range planning for its service area through the district's Integrated
Resources Plan (IRP), which was adopted in 1995. In addition to planning for the
continued maintenance of reliable water supply within its service area, the IRP promotes
conservation as a significant component. ACWD's goal is that new water supply
alternatives and conservation will enable the district to ensure that shortages during a dry
year will reach no more than 10 percent.
One new water delivery project is planned for the Union City area. ACWD plans to
construct Phase 2 of the 24-inch Niles-Decoto pipeline, which would extend from the
Nimitz Freeway along Alvarado-Niles Road beyond the Union City limits to Mission
Boulevard. The district has also proposed installing several salinity barriers along the
western boundary of Union City and farther southward. Any property outside the current
city limits would need to be annexed to the ACWD service area before service could be
provided.
Goal
PF-C.1

To ensure that there will be a safe and reliable water supply sufficient
to meet the future needs of the city.

Policies
PF-C.1.1

The City shall coordinate its review of development proposals with the ACWD to ensure
that new development can be adequately served by the District's water supply system.

PF-C.1.2

With concurrence of the ACWD, water distribution systems are to be interconnected
("looped") wherever feasible to facilitate the reliable delivery of water anywhere in the city.

PF-C.1.3

The City shall only approve new development where an adequate public water supply and
conveyance system exists or will be provided by the ACWD.

PF-C.1.4

The City shall promote efficient water use and reduced water demand by:
a.

Requiring water-conserving design and equipment in new construction;

b.

Encouraging water-conserving landscaping and other conservation measures;

c.

Encouraging the retrofitting of existing development with water-conserving
devices;

d.

Providing public education programs;

e.

Distributing outdoor lawn watering guidelines; and

f.

Working with ACWD, promote water audit and leak detection programs.

PF-C.1.5

The City shall maintain a regular program for inspecting and testing fire hydrants.

PF-C.1.6

The City shall request the ACWD to periodically inform the City of current system
capacity, surplus available to new users, and service or capacity increases (scheduled or
anticipated to be scheduled).
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PF-C.1.7

The City shall pursue expanding the potential use of reclaimed water from the USD
treatment plant.

PF-C.1.8

The City shall work with Alameda County Water District to soften drinking water to a No.
3 standard.

PF-C.1.9

The City shall work with Alameda County Water District and the City and County of San
Francisco to upgrade and rehabilitate the existing Hetch Hetchy water trunk lines that pass
through Union City.
Implementation Programs

PF-C.1

The City shall review the most cost-effective urban best water conservation management
practices, based as appropriate on recommendations of the California Urban Water
Agencies, the California Department of Water Resources, or other appropriate agencies.
The City shall work with the ACWD to develop a list of water conservation technologies,
methods, and practices that maximize the beneficial use of water resources. The City shall
work with the ACWD in reviewing and updating the list periodically to eliminate practices
that no longer prove beneficial. New conservation technologies shall be promoted as they
become available. Where appropriate, the City shall adopt those technologies, methods, and
practices which are beneficial in the Planning area.
Responsibility:
9
Public Works Department
9
Community Development Department
Time Frame:
9
On-going, as needed

D.

WASTEWATER COLLECTION AND TREATMENT

The Union Sanitary District (USD) provides wastewater collection and treatment services
for Union City and the cities of Fremont and Newark. The total service area is 60.2 square
miles, with Union City making up 9.9 square miles. USD operates the Alvarado
Wastewater Treatment Plant, which is located within Union City limits just west of Union
City Boulevard south of Horner Street. Based on 1997 land use projections, the District has
sufficient capacity to meet demand. No new projects are identified in USD's 5-year Capital
Improvement Program, but the district expects to plan for projects in the next 20 years as
the city approaches buildout.
Goal
PF-D.1

To ensure adequate wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal.

Policies

PF-D.1.1
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PF-D.1.2

The City shall only approve new development where it will be served by a public sewer
system.

PF-D.1.3

The City shall request the USD to periodically inform the City of current system capacity,
surplus available to new users, and service or capacity increases (scheduled or anticipated
to be scheduled).
Implementation Programs
None beyond existing programs.

E.

STORMWATER COLLECTION AND DRAINAGE

Stormwater collection service in Union City is provided by the City. In general, streets in
Union City include storm drainage facilities, with the exception of a few steeply sloped
streets in the hills east of Mission Boulevard. All newly constructed housing tracts have
storm drains that connect to the City's system. The system is adequate to meet the needs
of current development.
No major improvements or expansions are planned. Ongoing maintenance has kept the
collection and drainage system in good repair.

Goal
PF-E.1

To collect and dispose of stormwater in a manner that minimizes
inconvenience to the public, minimizes potential water-related damage,
and enhances the environment.

Policies
PF-E.1.1

The City shall require the maintenance of all drainage facilities, including detention basins
and both natural and manmade channels, to ensure that their full carrying capacity is not
impaired.

PF-E.1.2

The City shall encourage the use of natural stormwater drainage systems in a manner that
preserves and enhances natural features.

PF-E.1.3

The City shall promote sound soil conservation practices and carefully examine the impact
of proposed urban developments with regard to water quality and effects on drainage
courses.

PF-E.1.4

The City shall improve the quality of runoff from urban and suburban development through
use of appropriate and feasible mitigation measures including, but not limited to, artificial
wetlands, grassy swales, infiltration/sedimentation basins, riparian setbacks, oil/grit
separators, and other best management practices.

PF-6
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New development shall have surface drainage disposal accommodated in one of the
following ways:
a.

Positive drainage to a City-approved storm drain, stream, creek, or other natural
water course.

b.

On-site drainage that is retained within the development.

PF-E.1.6

Future drainage system requirements shall comply with applicable State and Federal
non-point source pollutant discharge requirements.

PF-E.1.7

The City shall implement on-site storm drainage treatment facilities in City projects
wherever feasible.

PF-E.1.8

The City shall allow stormwater detention facilities to mitigate drainage impacts and reduce
storm drainage system costs. To the extent practical, stormwater detention facilities should
be designed for multiple purposes, including environmental, recreational and/or stormwater
quality improvement.

PF-E.1.9

The City shall continue to work with property owners in the hillside area to minimize
erosion and conveyance of silt downstream to City drainage facilities.

PF-E.1.10

The City shall encourage project designs that minimize coverage with impermeable
surfaces.

PF-E.1.11

The City shall establish a public education campaign to protect storm water from pollutants.

PF-E.1.12

The City shall continue the user fee-based funding program that is adequate to operate and
maintain the storm drain system.

Implementation Program
PF-E.1

The City shall establish a public education campaign to protect storm water from pollutants.
Responsibility:
9
Public Works Department
Time Frame:
9
FY 02-03

PF-E.2

The City shall continue the user fee-based funding program and shall regularly review the
fee schedule to ensure that revenues are adequate for operating and maintaining the storm
drain system.
Responsibility:
9
Public Works Department
9
City Council
Time Frame
9
FY 03-04
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F. SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
Waste Management, Inc., provides solid waste collection and disposal services for Union
City. Waste is transported to the Tri-Cities Landfill in Fremont, along with solid waste
from the cities of Fremont and Newark. The Tri-Cities Landfill is nearing capacity and is
expected to close in December 2001. Fremont is considering a possible expansion of the
facility or construction of a new waste transfer station. Union City and Newark are
awaiting Fremont's decision and will then consider participating in the selected option. No
independent solid waste disposal options are being pursued by the City at this time.
Goal
PF-F.1

To ensure the safe and efficient disposal or recycling of solid waste
generated in Union City in an effort to protect the public health and
safety and reduce impacts on landfills.

Policies
PF-F.1.1

The City shall require solid waste collection in all urban and suburban development.

PF-F.1.2

The City shall promote maximum use of solid waste reduction, recycling, composting, and
environmentally-safe transformation of wastes and strive for an annual reduction in
commercial and industrial waste disposal.

PF-F.1.3

The City shall encourage the development of regional and community-based recycling
facilities in industrial areas.

PF-F.1.4

Where economically feasible, the City should use recycled materials and products.

PF-F.1.5

The City shall work with recycling
contractors to encourage businesses
to use recycled products in their
manufacturing processes and
consumers to buy recycled products.

PF-F.1.6

The City shall strive to maintain the
diversion of 50 percent of all waste
generated citywide for recycling
and strive to increase the diversion
of waste for recycling to 75 percent
by 2010.

Solid waste, green waste and recycling bins

PF-F.1.7

The City shall work with recycling contractors to strive to expand the types of
materials that can be included in recycling programs.

PF-F.1.8

The City shall encourage the recycling of construction debris.

PF-F.1.9

The City shall encourage the recycling and proper disposal of hazardous materials.

PF-8
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Implementation Program
PF- F.1

PF-F.2

The City shall work with recycling contractors to expand the recycling programs available
for commercial, industrial and residential customers in the community.
Responsibility:
9
City Manger’s Office
Time Frame:
9
Ongoing
The City shall prepare guidelines to encourage “green” building techniques such as
recycling of construction debris.
Responsibility
9
Community Development Department
Time Frame:
9
FY 02-03
G. UTILITIES
Natural gas and electrical services to Union City are provided by Pacific Gas and Electric
Company. In 2000 it became apparent that there would be significant energy shortages
statewide . Energy prices surged on the wholesale market as demand increased and
suppliers were required to purchase energy at escalated costs. While the energy issue is
complex, it is clear that the State will be taking several steps to address the energy shortage.
Some of the steps to be taken include approving the construction of new power plant
facilities to increase the power supply, establishing new regulations to encourage
conservation, and providing incentives for residences and businesses to upgrade structures
to be more energy efficient. While there are no local capacity restrictions for gas or
electricity, the City is affected by the statewide shortage of energy.

Goal
PF-G.1

To promote adequate levels of energy service provided by utility
companies.

Policies
PF-G.1.1

The City shall communicate its major development plans to utility companies and
coordinate planning for the extension of these utilities.

PF-G.1.2

The City shall promote technological improvements and upgrading of utility services in
Union City to serve existing and future needs while minimizing noise, electromagnetic, and
visual impacts on existing and future residents.

PF-G.1.3

The City shall investigate the feasibility of requiring developers to incorporate solar cells
on new industrial, commercial and parking structures for the purposes of providing
electrical energy and reducing energy demands.

PF-G.1.4

The City shall develop sustainability guidelines to enable the community to maintain its
quality of life standards in the long term.
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To promote energy conservation.

Policies
PF-G.2.1

The City shall strive to reduce its energy usage by 5 percent over the base year 2001 .

PF-G.2.2

The City shall support the use of renewable energy sources, such as solar, in residential,
commercial and industrial developments and municipal facilities.
See also the Community Design Element, CD-A.1.15 and CD-A.1.16, for related policies.
Implementation Programs

PF-G.1

The City shall analyze and implement a program to reduce the City’s energy consumption
by 5 percent over the base year 2001.
Responsibility:
9
Public Works Department
9
City Council
Time Frame:
9
FY 01-02

PF-G.2

The City shall hire a consultant to develop sustainability guidelines for all new construction
with a particular focus on the Station District.
Responsibility
9
Community Development Department
9
City Council
Time Frame
9
FY 02-03

H. TELECOMMUNICATION INFRASTRUCTURE
Local telephone infrastructure is provided by Pacific Bell. A variety of long distance and
local providers service the area. Television cable service is currently provided by AT&T
Cable Services.

Goal
PF-H.1

PF-10

To expand the use of information technology in order to improve
personal convenience, reduce dependency on nonrenewable resources,
take advantage of the ecological and financial efficiencies of new
technologies, maintain the City’s economic competitiveness, and
develop a better-informed citizenry.
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Policies
PF-H.1.1

The City shall explore the feasibility of wiring all residential areas, industrial areas, and
business parks for new information technologies.

PF-H.1.2

The City shall strive to expand opportunities for all citizens to participate in City
governance through use of communication technologies, including its web page.

PF-H.1.3

The City shall expand use of the cable television system as a communications tool in
providing governmental information, public access and cultural programming to the
viewing public.

PF-H.1.4

The City shall work with telecommunication companies to provide broadband services to
all residents and businesses.

PF-H.1.5

The City shall negotiate with the local cable provider to provide an institutional network
connecting all public facilities. This network should have connections to other local and
regional networks.

PF-H.1.6

The City shall negotiate with the local cable provider to provide a community access center
to enable community groups to record and broadcast meetings and functions.

PF-H.1.7

To minimize the visual impact of wireless communication facilities, the City shall ensure
that they meet the following conditions:

PF-H.1.8

#

are located away from residential and open space areas;

#

are not visible from public right-of way;

#

when possible, are located on existing buildings, existing poles, or other existing
support structures; and

#

are painted, camouflaged, or textured.

The City shall use, promote and seek out the use of new technology to communicate with
its residents.

Implementation Programs
PF-H.1

The City shall provide public access computer terminals at convenient sites throughout the
city, including non-City facilities such as the library, as well as City facilities.
Responsibility:
9
Community Development Department
Time Frame:
9
On-going
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The City shall contract with a local cable provider to provide expanded cable services that
will require an upgrade of communication infrastructure (fiber optics) and allow new
services.

.
Responsibility:
9
City Manager’s Office
Time Frame:
9
2001 for new contract
9
2003 for new services

I. LAW ENFORCEMENT
To accommodate expected growth in Union City, law enforcement facilities and staffing
will need to be increased. To accommodate this growth it is expected that 10 new full-time
equivalent (FTE) law enforcement personnel and approximately 2,000 square feet of new
facilities (200 square feet per FTE law enforcement personnel) would be needed. The
existing staffing level is 1.4 FTE personnel per 1,000 population.
Goal
PF-I.1

To provide adequate law enforcement services to deter crime and to
meet the growing demand for services associated with increasing
populations and commercial/industrial development in the city.

Policies
PF-I.1.1

The City Police Department should strive to increase its staffing ratio to be consistent with
the current average of cities within Alameda County. Staffing levels for 2001 are 2.1 (1.4
sworn officers and .7 non-sworn support staff) per 1,000 population.

PF-I.1.2

The City Police Department should strive to achieve an average response time of four (4)
minutes or less for Priority 1 calls, critical life threatening emergencies.

PF-I.1.3

The City should provide police facilities, equipment and personnel sufficient to maintain
the above service standards and using new law enforcement technologies.

PF-I.1.4

The City shall consider public safety issues in all aspects of commercial and residential
project design, including crime prevention through environmental design.

PF-I.1.5

The City shall continue to implement the Community Oriented Policing and Problem
Solving program and philosophy.

PF-I.1.6

The City shall promote public safety programs, including neighborhood watch, child
identification and fingerprinting, and public education/outreach efforts.

PF-12
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Implementation Programs
PF-I.1

The Police Department shall update
the Community Oriented Policing and
Problem Solving Policy Five Year
Plan.
Responsibility:
9
Police Department
Time Frame:
9
FY 02-03

PF-1.2

Biannually with the preparation of the
City budget, the City shall assess local
police facilities and equipment needs
and develop strategies that strive to
maintain the above service standards.

Union City Police Department

Responsibility:
9
Police Department
9
City Council
Time Frame:
9
Biannually

J. FIRE PROTECTION
The Union City Fire Department provides
fire and emergency response services to
the City.
The Union City Fire
Department has four fire stations that
accommodate 45 FTE fire personnel.
The existing staffing level is 0.64 FTE
fire personnel per 1,000. The expected
growth at buildout will require the
addition of approximately 12 new fire
personnel and 1,513 square feet of new
fire station space.
Union City Fire Station #4

Goal
PF-J.1

To protect the residents of and visitors to Union City from injury
and loss of life and to protect property from fires.

Policies
PF-J.1.1
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PF-J.1.2

The City Fire Department shall strive to respond to all Priority 1 emergency calls in 5
minutes or less and strive to respond to all Priority 3 service calls in 9.5 minutes ( 9
minutes and 30 seconds). The Department shall seek all new efficiencies in operations to
improve these response times.

PF-J.1.3

The City shall require new development to build or fund its fair share of fire protection
facilities, personnel, operations, and maintenance that, at minimum, maintains the above
service level standards.

PF-J.1.4

The City shall locate fire stations as needed to maintain acceptable response times that meet
the service level expected by the community.

PF-J.1.5

The City shall specify water main size, water flow, fire hydrant spacing, and other fire
facilities meet City standards.

PF-J.1.6

The City Fire Department should strive to increase its staffing ratio to 1 full-time equivalent
personnel per 1,000 population to be consistent with urban/suburban fire department
staffing levels.

PF-J.1.7

The City should provide fire facilities (including engines, and other vehicles, necessary
equipment, and support personnel) sufficient to maintain the above service standards and
using new fire protection technologies.

PF-J.1.8

The City shall identify key fire loss problems and design appropriate fire safety education
programs to reduce fire incidents and losses.

PF-J.1.9

The City shall strive to provide ambulance service to the community through the Fire
Department staff and in conjunction with the Alameda County Emergency Medical
Services Plan.

PF-J.1.10

The City Fire Department shall be staffed to mitigate 99 percent of all emergency calls with
on duty staff and equipment.

PF-J.1.11

The City Fire Department shall be staffed to meet service goals for enhanced emergency
medical services and fire related calls.

PF-J.1.12

The City shall strive to develop an appropriate training facility for the Fire Department that
would include classrooms, pumping, props, training structures, and associated facilities.

PF-J.1.13

The City Fire Department shall strive to organize and distribute resources to provide an
equal level of emergency medical services and fire suppression services to all areas of the
community.

PF-J.1.14

The City shall investigate the need of relocating the Tenth Street fire station to the area
along Decoto Road between the railroad tracks.

PF-J.1.15

The Fire Department shall strive to develop and deliver injury prevention programs to the
community.

PF-14
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Implementation Programs

PF-J.1

The City shall implement ordinances to control fire losses and fire protection costs through
continued use of automatic fire detection, control, and suppression systems.
Responsibility:
9
Community Development Department
9
Fire Department
Time Frame:
9
On-going, as needed

PF-J.2

The City shall continue to work with Alameda County Water District to ensure that all fire
hydrants are inspected regularly for operational readiness; check fire flow and install street
hydrant markers where necessary.
Responsibility:
9
Fire Department
Time Frame:
9
On-going, annual basis

PF-J.3

The Fire Department shall complete the accreditation process to analyze community fire
risk, current protection levels and recommended enhancements of fire service delivery.
Responsibility:
9
Fire Department
Time Frame:
9
FY 02-03

PF-J.4

The City shall prepare a feasibility plan for an appropriate training facility for the Fire
Department and investigate its use as a shared facility for the police department.
Responsibility:
9
Fire Department
Time Frame:
9
FY 03-04

PF-J.5

The City shall provide ambulance service to the community through the Fire Department
in conjunction with the Alameda County Emergency Medical Services.
Responsibility:
9
Fire Department
Time Frame:
9
FY 04-05
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The City shall regularly review fees for fire protection service collected through various
City revenue sources.
Responsibility:
9
Fire Department
9
City Council
Time Frame:
9
Annually

K. SCHOOLS

Educational needs of Union City residents are served by the New Haven Unified School
District (NHUSD), which also serves south Hayward. In all, the district has approximately
13,300 students attending 13 schools: eight elementary schools serving grades kindergarten
through five; three middle schools serving grades 6-8; one high school; and one adult
school.
The NHUSD recently completed an overall restructuring and master plan based on the City
of Union City's buildout projections. As a result, one new elementary school was recently
completed ( Delaine Eastin Elementary School) on the west side of Union City Boulevard.
This is expected to be the last new school constructed in Union City. In addition to
constructing a new school, NHUSD may add a performing arts center to the James Logan
High School campus. The facility will provide space for drama and music classes and will
also serve as a community resource.
In addition to the public schools, several academic private schools operate within the city,
including Our Lady of the Rosary, Purple Lotus Society, Semore School, and Union City
Christian Academy.

Goal
PF-K.1

To ensure that adequate school facilities are available and
appropriately located to meet the needs of Union City residents.

Policies
PF-K.1.1

The City shall continue to support local school districts in their efforts to provide quality
education facilities that will accommodate projected changes in student enrollment.

PF-K.1.2

The City shall work cooperatively with the NHUSD in monitoring housing, population,
and school enrollment trends.

PF-K.1.3

The City's land use planning should be coordinated with the planning of school facilities
and should involve the school district during the early stages of the land use planning
process.
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PF-K.1.4

The City shall work with NHUSD to design school campuses as focal points within the
neighborhood and community.

PF-K.1.5

Whenever feasible, the City shall support and participate with the school district in the joint
development of recreation areas, turf areas, and multi-purpose buildings.

PF-K.1.6

The City should partner with school districts, civic organizations, and multi-functional
faith-based organizations, to use schools as community centers to provide a range of
services, including child care.

Implementation Programs
None identified beyond existing programs.

L. LIBRARIES
The Union City branch of the Alameda
County Library, located in the William
Cann Civic Center, serves the city and
the nearby residents outside the city
limits. As of June 30, 1999, the city had
20,665 registered borrowers, 90.8
percent of whom were residents. The
existing facility was designed to serve a
population of approximately 50,000,
well below the current population. The
service level of the library facility is
0.24 square feet per capita (12,000
square feet of space for a design Union City Library
capacity of 50,000 people). The facility
is 0.5-0.75 square foot per capita below the current size standard for facilities in the county
library system. The Capital Facilities Fee Technical Report identifies library expansion as
a needed project, but no specific project has yet been proposed.

Goal
PF-L.1

To ensure that adequate library facilities are available and appropriately
located to meet the needs of Union City residents.

Policies
PF-L.1.1

The City should continue to encourage and support the Alameda County Library in
providing quality facilities and services.

PF-L.1.2

The City should encourage and fund the use of libraries as community centers, providing
a range of services. The City should partner with local civic organizations to this end.
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PF-L.1.3

The City's land use planning should be coordinated with the planning of library facilities
that can be easily accessed by pedestrian and bicycle users, as well as by transit or motor
vehicle, in order to enhance neighborhoods, minimize transportation requirements and
costs, and minimize safety problems.

PF-L.1.4

The City should evaluate the feasibility of providing library services in the community.

Implementation Programs
PF L.1

The City shall identify alternatives and methods to enhance library services.
Responsibility:
9
Leisure Services Department
Time Frame:
9
FY 02-03

PF-L.1.2

The City shall evaluate the feasibility of providing library services in the community,
including the addition of a second facility on the west side of the city.
Responsibility:
9
Leisure Services Department
Time Frame:
9
FY 02-03
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