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Lieutenant Steven Mendez
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June 15, 2020

SUBJECT:

Administrative Review of In-Custody Death Investigation #190301002

This document shall serve as the internal administrative review by the Professional Standards
Unit for case #190301002, involving the in-custody death of Tyler Ashley Rechten . During this
incident, Officer Giovanni Graham and Officer Michael Sears used force to detain Tyler Rechten
in the performance of their duties.
Internal administrative reviews are conducted by the Professional Standards Unit to determine
conformance with departmental policy 310, Officer-Involved Shootings, and Deaths, subsection
310.8. ADMINSTRATIVE REVIEW/INVESTIGATION. The administrative review focused only on

conformance with departmental policy and included my review of:
•

All available reports including the UCPD Investigations Unit Criminal Investigation

•

All associated documents

•

Evidence associated to the case

•

All available radio traffic

•

All available BWC video

•

Departmental policy

•

District Attorney's investigation and findings

The Alameda County District Attorney's Critical Incident Team conducts its own separate criminal
investigation into the circumstances of in-custody deaths. On June 10, 2020, Alameda County
District Attorney Nancy E. O'Malley provided the Final Report on the in-custody death of Tyler
Rechten. The report read in part:

"Because the officers used objectively reasonable force to overcome Mr. Rechten's resistance to their
lawful attempt to detain him, their actions did not constitute an unlawful assault under color of
authority. We conclude that none of the officers involved in this incident are criminally liable. There is
no evidence that any of the officers committed a crime related to the level of force used. Rather, their
use of force appears to have been objectively reasonable given the level of Mr. Rechten's resistance.
Nor is there evidence of criminal negligence on the part of the involved officers. Finally, Mr. Rechten's
death was not proximately caused by the officers' actions."
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The letter from the District Attorney's Office concluded that the evidence does not justify
criminal charges against any law enforcement agency, and no further action would be taken in
the case.
The Union City Police Department Investigations Unit conducted a separate investigation of the
incident as outlined in departmental policy 310, Officer-Involved Shootings, and Deaths,
subsection 310.7 CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION. The result of the investigation found that Officers
Sears and Graham acted within policy and used a level of force that appeared to be reasonable
given Mr. Rechten's level of resistance at the time of the incident.
After conducting the Internal Administrative Review of this incident, I found Officer Giovanni
Graham and Officer Michael Sears were in compliance with departmental standards, policies and
procedures, at the time of the incident. Specifically, Mr. Rechten physically resisted the officers
when they attempted to detain him, and the officers brought Mr. Rechten to the ground. Once
on the ground, Mr. Rechten attempted to push his body up and continued to struggle after the
officers handcuffed him. In order to prevent Mr. Rechten from successfully breaking free from
the officers, Officer Sears placed his left knee onto Mr. Rechten's upper back while avoiding
unnecessary weight on Mr. Rechten's back and Officer Graham controlled Mr. Rechten's legs.
Officer Sears left to retrieve his camera once it became clear that Mr. Rechten was no longer
resisting while Officer Graham remained with Mr. Rechten to prevent him from attempting to
break away again. During this time, there were no obvious signs that Mr. Rechten was under
medical distress - Mr. Rechten did not indicate that he was having difficulty breathing or that he
required medical assistance. Medical and fire personnel were on the scene and at no point
indicated that Mr. Rechten required medical attention. As soon as Officer Graham observed that
Mr. Rechten's chest appeared to stop moving, he checked on Mr. Rechten, immediately sought
medical personnel to assist and removed the handcuffs on Mr. Rechten so that medical personnel
could tend to Mr. Rechten. Based on this information, both officers appeared to use reasonable
force to detain Mr. Rechten and overcome his resistance.
After this incident, the department implemented a structural change to the patrol schedule
which added Field Training Officers to each patrol team. This new staffing measure ensures that
there is an additional layer of oversite by a more experienced and highly trained department
member, in addition to the patrol supervisor.
RECOMMENDATION:

Administrative reviews such as this are also required to ensure departmental policies and
procedures are up to date and are following reasonable guidelines which are aligned with
commonly used practices. If changes are identified, a recommendation should be made to add,
update or remove established policies or procedures accordingly. After reviewing this incident,
it is recommended that changes be made to the departments prone restraint policy to include
the following:
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1. After the use of a prone restraint, officers should, as soon safely possible, move those
individuals into a recovery position which include being placed on their side or sitting up.
Additionally, department wide training on the above referenced policy change should it be
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